
First Presbyterian Church 

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT  
SUNDAY, MARCH 7, 2010                           8:30 and 10 a.m. 

 
THE PRELUDE    [A time to be silent in preparation for worship] 

                           “He Hideth My Soul”              arr. by Bennett 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
MINUTE FOR FELLOWSHIP – Bonnie Nothoff 
MINUTE FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 
RINGING OUR HISTORIC CHURCH BELL 
 
*THE OPENING HYMN # 571 “Trust and Obey” 
 
THE CALL TO WORSHIP    
Leader: O God, you are my God, I seek you,  
my soul thirsts for you. 
People: So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, 
beholding your power and glory. 
Leader: Because your steadfast love is better than life,  
my lips will praise you. 
People: So I will bless you as long as I live; 
I will lift up my hands and call on your name.      [Psalm 63:1-2, 4] 

 
THE ANTHEM “We Gather at Your Table, Lord” arr. by Ehret 
 
SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION (unison) 
We have tasted your goodness, O God, in Christ our Savior. In 
your name we come asking forgiveness. We confess that we 
are greedy, while others go hungry. The daily bread you give 
is not enough; we must indulge our appetites. Our egos need 
feeding as well; we crave recognition and ignore our 
neighbors. Show us once more that Christ is our cup and our 
portion; may we find in him our heart’s delight. 
 
THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE # 576 “The Steadfast Love of the Lord” 

 
A TIME OF SHARING WITH OUR CHILDREN  
 

AS A TANGIBLE EXPRESSION OF OUR GRATITUDE TO GOD, WE 
JOYFULLY OFFER OUR MONETARY GIFTS TO FINANCIALLY 
SUPPORT GOD'S WORK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 
OFFERTORY MUSIC “Come Unto Me”   by Mullen 

 
*THE DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him, all creatures here below. Praise 
Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
FIRST READING OF SCRIPTURE   Isaiah 55: 1-9  [Pg. 685 O.T.] 

8:30: Connie Clark 
  10: Tom Klingler 

 
*HYMN OF PREPARATION # 343 vs.1, 3, 5 “Amazing Grace” 

 
SECOND READING OF SCRIPTURE  Luke 13: 1-9  [Pg. 76 N.T] 
 
THE SERMON “Judgment and Grace” 

Sandra K. Murray, Associate Pastor 
 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER and THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever...Amen. 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION [See insert] 
 
*THE CLOSING HYMN # 764 “The Trees of the Field” 

 

*GREETING EACH OTHER IN CHRISTIAN LOVE 
(Please respect those not wishing to shake hands during the cold and flu season) 

 
*THE PASTORAL BENEDICTION 

 
THE POSTLUDE “Nothing but the Blood”  arr. by Bennett 
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The Rev. Harold (Hal) Shafer 
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The Rev. Sandra K. Murray 
 
 

DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Pamela Bekkering 
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THE SESSION 
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THE BOARD OF DEACONS 
 

2010 2011 2012 
Shanna Branding Sandra (Sandy) Davids Saundra Blackmore 
Mary Anne Frey Janet (Jan) Johnson Dianne Hall 
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Eleanor (Elle) Holdsworth Diane Thompson Phyllis Staley 
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THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

2010 2011 2012 
James (Jim) Goodall Loyal Cobb Mark Blackmore 
Donald (Don) Shurte Jane Croftchik Thomas Calkins 

Peter (Pete) VanDenBerge Charlene Hansen Kenneth Cook 
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PASTOR EMERITUS 

The Rev. Dr. Daniel K. Herlein 

 

“For my thoughts  

are not your thoughts, 

nor are your ways 

my ways 

says the Lord.” 

[Isaiah 55: 8] 
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Elk Rapids, Michigan 
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GREETERS 8:30                                                                 Bill and Connie Clark 
GREETERS 10:00                                                                          Diane Klingler 
USHERS 8:30                                                            Mark and Ronnie Blackmore 

Tom and Diane Thompson 
USHERS 10:00                                                                   Don and Sandy Davids 

Pam Shuler and Tici Shafer 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 

OUR ACOLYTES TODAY are Brittany and Jordanna Clarkston 
 

CHANCEL FLOWERS are placed by Ken and Marge Weitschat in celebration 

of their 59
th
 wedding anniversary. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS: Doug Dodge 
 

WE EXPRESS OUR SYMPATHY Ken and Marge Weitschat on the death of 

Ken’s brother Bill Weitschat, on March 1, 2010.  Please keep the Weitschat 

family in your prayers. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER OUR SHUT-IN FRIENDS Edith Crider, Omer Foret, 

Helen Gibbs, Elinor Herrmann, Earl Morrison, Vern Oxender, Cecil and Irene 

Smith. 
 

CHILD CARE facilities are available to keep our services in the spirit of 

worship.  Infants and children through three years of age are invited. Katie & 

Andy Atkinson, JoEllen Gilreath and Natalie Myers are assisting our Childcare 

Coordinator, Melissa West, today. Jane Lund, Ruth Allen, and Amber Darin are 

scheduled to assist next week. 
 

PARENTING SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS will be meeting downstairs in 

Pastor Sandy’s old office on March 14 and March 21. 
 

NEW WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: You are invited to join us 

for a study on the Gospel of Matthew starting March 17, 2010, at 10 a.m. in the 

yellow classroom, on the lower level. The Gospel of Matthew is built around five 

teaching sections (chapters 5-7; 10; 13; 18; and 24-25), that illustrates what life 

in the kingdom of heaven is all about. Matthew’s frequent citation of Old 

Testament prophecies makes it the perfect book to bridge the Old and New 

Testaments. This class is facilitated by Pastor Sandy and is open to anyone who 

would like to learn more about faith and the Gospel of Matthew. 
 

DID YOU NOTICE SOMETHING DIFFERENT TODAY?  Session has 

approved, on the recommendation from the Worship Ministry Team, the removal 

of the permanent lectern (on the organ side of the Sanctuary).  This will be on a 

trial basis.  The rationale is to eliminate unnecessary movement of the piano, to 

increase visibility for the congregation, choir director and choir, and to promote a 

more open atmosphere during the worship service. 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK’S 
ACTIVITIES 

 

 

NEXT WEEK’S 
ACTIVITIES 

 

TODAY, March 7 
       Communion Sunday 

  8:00 a.m. Prayer Time 

  8:30 a.m. Worship Service 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

  4:00 p.m. ER Community Choir 

 Rehearsal 

  5:00 p.m. MS Youth @ LH 

  7:00 p.m. HS Youth @ LH 

MONDAY, March 8 
10:00 a.m. P.E.O. Meeting 

  3:00 p.m. Confirmation @ LH 

  5:00 p.m. Facilities Committee 

TUESDAY, March 9 
  8:30 a.m. Building Committee 

  9:00 a.m. 1
st
 Place 4 Health @ LH 

      Exercise 

  2:00 p.m. Nurture Ministry Team 

  3:00 p.m. Stephen Ministry 

WEDNESDAY, March 10 
  6:30 a.m. Breakfast Club @t LH 

  1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 

  2:30 p.m. Finance Meeting 

  3:00 p.m. Worship Ministry Team 

  4:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

  6:00 p.m. Catered Lenten Dinner 

THURSDAY, March 11 
  9:00 a.m. Bulletin Items Due 

  9:00 a.m. 1
st
 Place 4 Health @ LH 

     Bible Study 

  1:00 p.m. Women’s Association 

 @ K. White’s home 

FRIDAY, March 12 
  9:00 a.m. Bulletin Print 

12:00p.m. Trustee Packet Print 

 

SUN., Mar. 14 
  8:00 a.m. Prayer Time 

  8:30 a.m. Worship Service 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

11:15 a.m. Youth Fundraiser  

 Luncheon 

  4:00 p.m. ER Community Choir 

 Rehearsal 

  5:00 p.m. MS Youth @ LH 

  7:00 p.m. HS Youth @ LH 

MON., Mar. 15 
12:00 p.m. Newsletter Articles Due 

  3:00 p.m. Confirmation @ LH 

  5:00 p.m. Board of Trustees 

TUE., Mar. 16 
  9:00 a.m. 1

st
 Place 4 Health @ LH 

      Exercise 

WED., Mar. 17 
  6:30 a.m. Breakfast Club @ LH 

10:00 a.m. New Bible Study 

  1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 

  4:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

THU., Mar. 18 
  9:00 a.m. Bulletin Items Due 

  9:00 a.m. 1
st
 Place 4 Health @ LH 

     Bible Study 

FRI., Mar. 19 
  9:00 a.m. Bulletin Print 

  9:00 a.m. Community Cupboard Del 

12:00 p.m. Session Packet Print 



SUNDAY SCHOOL LOCATIONS 
Toddlers (18 – 36 months) Nursery Lower Level 

Pre-K – Grade 5 Lower Level 

Jr. & Sr. High Lighthouse 

Parenting Class Fellowship Hall 

Adult Education Office Conference Room 
 

 

MASON’S PANCAKE BRUNCH at the Masonic Hall today from 9 to 1 p.m. 

Cost is $7. Everyone is welcome  

 

CATERED LENTEN DINNER ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10 – Come 

celebrate Holy Season at our traditional catered Lenten dinner on Wednesday, 

March 10 at 6 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Chef Jon Heeke and crew are preparing 

a scrumptious meal of ham, scalloped potatoes, green beans, salad, rolls and 

dessert – all for $8/person. Be sure to sign up and buy your tickets in the Narthex 

today (last chance), for this wonderful fellowship event that no one wants to 

miss! (Sorry, no tickets will be sold at the door.)  We have a special program 

planned, starting at 6 p.m. sharp! Rabbi Chava Bahle (“Hahva Bailey”) from 

Suttons Bay will walk us through the Seder Passover dinner --- the meal that 

Jesus would have observed. Rabbi Chava is delightful! She does inspirational 

preaching, storytelling and life cycle celebrations, as well as hosting Interlochen 

Public Radio’s monthly “Sacred Spaces”. She also writes a blog for the Record 

Eagle, teaches classes at Northwestern Michigan College Extended Education, 

and sings beautifully. We know you’ll enjoy meeting her and learning more 

about the rich heritage of our Christian Holy Season. 
 

ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS: National Outreach has always 

supported Alma College because of its Presbyterian roots.  One way we can 

support Alma is by supporting students attending Alma College that are members 

of our church.  An application for a scholarship can be picked up in the church 

office.  Current students or new students planning to attend Alma in the Fall of 

2010, should return the application by May 1, 2010, to be considered for a 

scholarship. 

 

A SINCERE THANKS to Pastor Hal, Pastor Sandy, and everyone else, who 

called, sent cards and said a prayer for me during my recent hospitalization.  I am 

so blessed!                                                                                     Marge Weitschat 

 

ORGAN WORKSHOP:  Dorothy Clore, music director at Church in the Hills 

in Bellaire, is hosting an organ workshop in Saturday, April 10. She is basically 

targeting anyone who plays any kind of keyboard who would like to learn 

something about playing organ, or someone who already plays and would like 

some “tips.” They have an electronic instrument at CITH, pretty similar to the 

one we have, but the information will also transfer to a pipe organ should anyone 

have access to one. Any question, please call Church in the Hills at 533-6001. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN will be meeting Thursday, March 11 at 1 p.m. at 

the home of Kathy White, 12304 Sutter Road, Kewadin, MI. We will be studying 

Lesson #3 of our Joshua study. There are books in the Women’s Association 

mailbox if you need one. Please call Jennifer Haskell (599-2946) if you have any 

questions. Call Kathy White if you need directions to her home. We look forward 

to seeing you! 

 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED: Christian Education needs one or two individuals 

willing to lead a Milestone Class on Sunday, April 11. The class is Family 

Devotions that is taught to the 1
st
 graders and will be approximately 45 minutes. 

We have wonderful material to work with. If you are interested in helping in his 

very special ONE DAY event, please let Pam Bekkering know, 264-8167. We 

appreciate your help in this vital ministry for our kids! 

 
PASTORAL NOMINATING COMMITTEE:  Session has scheduled two 

meetings for the purpose of giving more information to those who have 

expressed interest in serving on the Pastoral Nominating Committee (PNC).  The 

first meeting will be Sunday, March 14, after the second service at 11 a.m.  An 

identical meeting will take place Wednesday, March 17, at 6:30 p.m.  Both 

meetings will be in the Fellowship Hall.  Call Mel Matchett (264-6377) if neither 

option is convenient for you.  

  

SERMON POINTS: 

 All Jesus’ words contain good news for us 

 Luke 13: 1-5 tells of two tragedies and Jesus asks, “Do you think that 

because these Galileans suffered in this way that they were worse sinners 

than all the other Galileans?” And Jesus response is, “No, I tell you.”  God 

does not cause towers to collapse on people.  God does not cause violence. 

 Tragedy is part of the human condition 

 On the other hand, Jesus tells the parable of the fig tree (v. 6-9) to explain 

that sinful life does have consequences 

 We need to bear fruit 

 The good news is that God will give us every opportunity to repent, turn 

around, and come back to God 

 
 

The Mission Statement of First Presbyterian Church 
SHARING, GROWING, AND LIVING OUR FAITH IN CHRIST 

 
This we seek to accomplish by 

Introducing Jesus Christ to those who do not know Him; 
Deepening the faith and commitment of those who already know Him; 

Demonstrating Christ’s way of love in service to the world  
 



The Sacrament of 
Holy Communion 

 
NICENE CREED 

 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, visible and invisible; 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of the Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 
Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made. Being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; 
Who for us, and for our salvation, came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man, and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate. He suffered and was buried, and the third day He rose 
again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, 
and sits on the right hand of the Father. And He shall come 
again with glory to judge both the quick and dead, whose 
Kingdom shall have no end. 
 
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord and Giver of Life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who, with the 
Father and the Son together, is worshiped and glorified, Who 
spoke by the prophets. And we believe in one holy, catholic¹ 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
remission of sins. And we look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the Life of the world to come. AMEN.                 
¹“catholic” means “universal” 

 

THE INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 

Jesus wishes that all come to His table.  None are excluded.  

Those who believe in Jesus are welcome along with those 

searching, and those needing the assurance Jesus gives. 

 

 
[Our Personal Response] 

I COME, NOT BECAUSE I AM STRONG, BUT 
BECAUSE I AM WEAK; I COME, BECAUSE I LOVE 
THE LORD, AND WOULD LIKE TO LOVE HIM MORE;  I 
COME, BECAUSE GOD FIRST LOVED ME, AND GAVE 
HIMSELF TO ME, IN THE PERSON OF MY LORD AND 
SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST. 
 

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you; 
AND ALSO WITH YOU; 
Lift up your hearts; 
WE LIFT THEM UP TO THE LORD; 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God; 
IT IS RIGHT TO GIVE HIM THANKS AND PRAISE! 
Eternal God, holy and mighty, 
it is truly right and our greatest joy 
to give you thanks and praise, 
and to worship you in every place where your glory abides. 
 
We need not hide ourselves from you, 
before whose justice no one can stand. 
Your mercy was proclaimed by the apostles and the prophets, 
and shown forth to us in Jesus Christ. 
 
You give your law to guide us, and you promise new life for all, 
that we may live to serve you among our neighbors 
in all we do and say. 
Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices with the heavenly choirs 
and with all the faithful of every time and place, 
who forever sing to the glory of your name: 

 
 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 



Blessed is the One who comes in the  
name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
You are holy, O God of majesty, 
and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 
You sent your only-begotten Son, 
in whom your fullness dwells, 
to be for us the way, the truth, and the life. 
 
Revealing your love, 
Jesus taught those who would hear him, 
healed those who believed in him, 
received all who sought him 
and lifted the burden of their sin. 
 
We glorify you for your great power and love at work in Christ. 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection, 
you gave birth to your church, 
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
and made us a new people by water and the Spirit. 
 
Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts, 
we take this bread and this wine 
from the gifts you have given us, 
and celebrate with joy 
the redemption won for us in Jesus Christ. 
 
Accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving 
as a living and holy offering of ourselves, 
that our lives may proclaim the one crucified and risen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONSECRATION OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
 
 

PROCLAIMING THE MYSTERY OF OUR FAITH 
Pastor / P E O P L E 

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
CHRIST HAS DIED; 

CHRIST HAS RISEN; 
CHRIST WILL COME AGAIN! 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT 
 
THE BREAD: Please wait until everyone has been served the 
Bread by the Elders and Deacons, after which the Pastor will lead 
us in partaking of the Bread together, symbolizing our oneness with 
each other in our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
This morning’s Communion bread was made by the Confirmation 
class. 
 
Also, we now have available gluten-free Communion wafers.  
 
THE CUP: Please drink of the Cup whenever you are personally 
prepared before the Lord to do so, symbolizing our individual and 
personal relationship with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
YOUNG CHILDREN: Parents are asked to please explain to young 
children the meaning of the Bread and Cup, and the sacred nature 
of the Sacrament. 
 
OPEN COMMUNION: The Sacrament of Holy Communion in our 
church is open to all Christians who have confessed their sins 
before God, and, with God's help, intend to turn away from those 
sins, living in a way that is pleasing to God and of service to others 
 

 

 



Are You Hungry 
 

WE HOPE SO..... 
The Youth are serving a hot lunch! 

 
Sunday, March 14 

in the Fellowship Hall 
(following the second service) 

 

MENU 
Choice of Home-made Soups 

 

Fresh Baked Bread 

 

COST 
$5.00 / person or $20.00 / family 

 
 

Bake Saleé 
Fresh baked goods will be sold by 

the Middle School youth.   
 

 

 

 

 

Saturday Night Praise &  
Worship Service 

 

When:  Saturday, March 27 
Time:  6:00-7:00pm 
Where: Lighthouse 
The Praise Band from Glen Lake Community Reformed Church 
will be here to lead us praise songs.   
Come for a short inspirational message and a time to 
fellowship with one another as we praise and worship our 
Lord. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VBS is in need of 
 

Flat Bed Sheets  

Any size 
 

Pastel colors please 
 

Sheets will be used to 

make pillow cases. 
 

 

These do not need to be new, 

just in good shape. 
 

 

Thanks for your help! 

 
 


