   First Presbyterian Church
Palm/Passion Sunday

March 28, 2010                                              8:30 and 10 a.m.


The Prelude  A time to be silent in preparation for worship. Please turn off your cell phone. 

“Near the Cross”


         arr. by Hustad
Welcome and Announcements 

Ringing Our Historic Church Bells 

*The Opening Hymn #300  “All Glory, Laud and Honor” 

The Call to Worship (responsive) 
L:
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

All:
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Philippians 2:5-11

The Anthem  “God’s Holy Lamb”



by Hayes
Prayer of Confession (unison) Lord Jesus, we give you thanks and praise for the cross, and the way of the cross. We confess that sometimes like Peter, we have denied you before others. We confess that in our weakness we have taken on the guise of the world, as individuals and as a church, because we feared the radical nature of your call. Forgive us, bless us, strengthen us that we too may follow, carrying own our cross, that at your name every knee will bow and every tongue confess that you are Lord. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon  
Hymn  #301  “We Will Glorify”
The Pastoral Prayer/The Lord’s Prayer

Children’s Sermon
Offertory  As a tangible expression of our gratitude to God, we joyfully offer our monetary gifts to financially support God's work at First Presbyterian Church
Offertory Music and Doxology # 815
                     “Just One Touch”

                    by Clark
Soloist: Debbie Francis
*Prayer of Dedication
Prayer of Illumination           

First Readings of Scripture Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29       (p.565 OT)

         




8:30 a.m. LeRue Werner






   10 a.m. Carol Sinclair
*Hymn of Preparation  #306  “Alas! and Did My Savior Bleed?”
Second Reading
Luke 19:28-40


      (p.83 NT)

  
Sermon                Palm Branches and Baptism               Rev. Shafer
Affirmation of Faith (unison) We affirm our faith in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, who set aside the privileges of deity, emptied himself and took on the status of a slave. He became human! He lived a selfless, obedient life and died a selfless, obedient death — and the worst kind of death at that, a crucifixion. Because of that obedience, God lifted Jesus high and honored him far beyond anyone or anything, ever. As a result, all created beings in heaven and on earth, those living and those dead and buried, will bow in worship before Jesus Christ, and call out in praise that he is Lord of all, to the glorious honor of God the Father.  

Based on Philippians 2:5-11, The Message
*The Closing Hymn  #297  “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”
*Greeting Each Other In Christian Love
(Please respect those not wishing to shake hands during the cold and flu season)

*The Pastoral Benediction
The Postlude “March Triumphant Into Jerusalem”    by Tkygerson
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	This Week’s
Activities
	Next Week’s
Activities

	TODAY, March 28

Palm Sunday

  8:00 a.m.
Prayer Time

  8:30 a.m.
Worship Service

No Sunday School

10:00 a.m.
Worship Service


No MS Youth 


No HS Youth @ LH
MONDAY, March 29

  
No Confirmation 
TUESDAY, March 30

  8:30 a.m.
1st Place 4 Health @ LH


     Exercise

10:00 a.m.
Garden Club
WEDNESDAY, March 31

No Breakfast Club 

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
  1:00 p.m.
Staff Meeting

  4:30 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal
THURSDAY, April 1
Maundy Thursday

  7:00 a.m.
Men’s Bible Study

  8:30 a.m.
1st Place 4 Health @ LH


    Bible Study

  9:00 a.m.
Bulletin Items Due

  9:00 a.m.
Community Cupboard Del
    6:00 p.m.
Maundy Meal & 


Communion
FRIDAY, April 2
  9:00 a.m.
Bulletin Print
  8:00 p.m.
Tenebrae Service

	SUN., April 4
Easter & Communion Sunday

  6:00 a.m.
Easter Sunrise Service @ 


Lighthouse

  7:15 a.m.
Easter Breakfast in FH

  8:00 a.m.
Prayer Time

  8:30 a.m.
Worship Service


No Sunday School

10:00 a.m.
Worship Service


No MS Youth @ LH

No HS Youth @ LH
MON., April 5

No Confirmation 
TUE., April 6
  8:30 a.m.
1st Place 4 Health @ LH


     Exercise

  3:00 p.m.
Outreach Ministry Team
  7:30 p.m.
Rotary Choir Rehearsal
WED., April 7
  6:30 a.m.
Breakfast Club at LH
10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
  1:00 p.m.
Staff Meeting

  4:30 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal
  6:30 p.m.
Christian Education MT
  7:00 p.m.
Youth MT @ LH
THU., April 8
  8:30 a.m.
1st Place 4 Health @ LH


    Bible Study

  9:00 a.m.
Bulletin Items Due
  1:00 p.m.
Women’s Association
FRI., April 9
  9:00 a.m.
Bulletin Print




GREETERS 8:30                                                                                          Youth

GREETERS 10:00                                                                              Dan Sinclair
USHERS 8:30                                                                          Gary & Beth Serrell

Lorraine Berak & Jane Lund
USHERS 10:00                                                          Klaus Lehrer & Linda Frank
            Myrta Keelan & Carolyn Gauthier
_________________________________________________________________

OUR ACOLYTE TODAY is Olivia Lien
PRAYER REQUESTS: Jean Herlein, Tim Matchett (brother of Mel Matchett)
CHILD CARE facilities are available to keep our services in the spirit of worship.  Infants and children through three years of age are invited. Katie DeRosha and Jim Allen are assisting our Childcare Coordinator, Melissa West, today. JoEllen Gilreath is scheduled to assist next week.

SOUND BOARD TRAINING: There will be training session for persons interested in learning how to run the Sanctuary Sound Board on Saturday, April 10, from 3 – 5 p.m.  We are looking for new folks who might want to explore this area of service to our church.  You do not need prior experience to do this!! Nor is there an age requirement--high school students and older are encouraged to consider this.  If you feel called to this ministry, please call Pete VanDenBerge (264-9551) or Judy Matchett (264-6377) for more information--or come to the meeting on Saturday, April 10.
A SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: On Sunday, April 11, there will be a very important Congregation meeting at 11 a.m. for the purpose of electing the Pastoral Nominating Committee (PNC).  Members, it is very important that you attend.

ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS: National Outreach has always supported Alma College because of its Presbyterian roots.  One way we can support Alma is by supporting students attending Alma College who are members of our church.  An application for a scholarship can be picked up in the church office.  Current students or new students planning to attend Alma in the Fall of 2010, should return the application by May 1, 2010 to be considered for a scholarship.
MAILBOXES HAVE MOVED AGAIN. The mailboxes are now located across from the office. Don’t forget to check yours when you are in the building.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is still in need of 90 more canisters. We need the canister only. Example of canister is in the Fellowship Hall.
SUNDAY SCHOOL LOCATIONS
	Toddlers (18 – 36 months)
	Nursery Lower Level

	Pre-K – Grade 5
	Lower Level

	Jr. & Sr. High
	Lighthouse

	Parenting Class
	Fellowship Hall

	Adult Education
	Office Conference Room


THE MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BIBLE STUDY AND BREAKFAST will meet this coming Thursday April 1. We meet in the church library (on the first Thursday of each month) at 7 a.m. for a brief Bible Study, after which those who wish to do so will gather at T.J. Charlie’s for a quick breakfast and time of fellowship. Advance reading materials are located on the table near the library. Men of all ages, come and join us as we learn, grow, and fellowship together.

THE OWNERS OF PEARL’S RESTAURANT have generously established a program called HELP EVERYONE EAT. The first Thursday of each month, 5% of their total sales will be donated to the Elk Rapids Community Cupboard. Also new for 2010, if you bring in a can of non-perishable food on any day, you will receive a free appetizer. Please take advantage of this opportunity to support the Community Cupboard and enjoy an excellent meal. Let all of your friends know of this generous program provided by Pearl’s.

THESE DAYS DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET: Free copies of this quarterly publication are available on the table by the library table.

TEDDY BEARS? Jim Lagowski is part of a flying group that delivers teddy bears to Munson emergency for injured or traumatized children. Do you have any at home you’d like to donate? They need to be clean and ready to handout to these children. Contact Jim (264-6489) if you have teddy bears to donate.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING-FEED MY SHEEP: Three times in his last conversation with the disciples, Jesus urged Peter to value and care for the people Jesus so greatly loved. That message hasn’t changed. We can feed Jesus’ sheep by making a gift to One Great Hour of Sharing. Together our gifts bring life necessities to disaster survivors throughout the world, help refugees build new futures, and aid people in impoverished communities to develop dependable livelihoods and secure sources of food and water. Live your love for the Good shepherd. Participate in the miracle of compassion. By sharing your resources through One Great Hour of Sharing, you can change lives, including your own.

LEARN, GROW, AND SERVE BY BECOMING A STEPHEN MINISTER. Do you have gifts for caring, encouragement, and listening?  If so, please prayerfully consider becoming a Stephen Minister.  First Presbyterian Church will be training another class of Stephen Ministers after Labor Day.  Stephen Ministers provide emotional and spiritual support and care to people who are going through a difficult time, such as divorce, grief, hospitalization, unemployment, terminal illness, relocation, chronic illness, or loneliness.  To find out more about becoming a Stephen Minister or how you or someone you know could be matched with a Stephen Minister, talk with one of our Stephen Ministry Leaders:  Pastor Sandy, 264-8167, Connie Clark, 264-5977, Charlene Hansen, 499-9702

SERMON POINTS

The waving of Palms exemplified victory as the Romans gave palms to the victors in the Roman games, and emperors gave them to their subjects following their military conquests.

Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem foreshadowed the celebration of the Good News for the world—his resurrected.  The palms were symbolic of victory—in this case victory over death, Jesus’ defeat of sin and death. 

Jesus knew what he was going to do—go to the cross— just as he knew the donkey was un-ridden and where to tell the disciples to go and find it.

Our baptism calls us to die.  Our Baptism signifies how far we are to go as disciples of Christ.  We are to pick up our own crosses and follow Jesus.  As followers of Jesus we must die to ourselves and place our lives into the hands of the Lord. 

The Mission Statement of First Presbyterian Church

ADVANCE \d 3SHARING, GROWING, AND LIVING OUR FAITH IN CHRIST
This we seek to accomplish by

ADVANCE \d 2Introducing Jesus Christ to those who do not know Him;

Deepening the faith and commitment of those who already know Him;

Demonstrating Christ’s way of love in service to the world 

GOOD FRIDAY EVENING

TENEBRAE SERVICE

April 2 – 8 p.m.

The word “Tenebrae” means “darkness” or “shadows.” The Service of Tenebrae is a Holy Week devotional worship service which dates back to the seventh century A.D. and is characterized by reading of Scripture and the successive extinguishing of candles as the service progresses. There is no service in the entire Church Year which is more Biblical in that all of the Tenebrae Service proper (with the exception of some of the prayers) is taken verbatim from the Holy Scriptures.

A different person reads the selected Scriptures assigned to him or her in advance, after which that person extinguishes their candle.

As the service progresses, more and more of the candles are extinguished causing the sanctuary to become darker and darker. This is in keeping with the darkness that covered the Holy Land as Christ, during His crucifixion, bore our sins upon Himself on the cross.

All the candles, except the Christ candle, have been extinguished. The Service of Tenebrae ends. The Christ Candle is then extinguished, symbolizing our Lord Jesus Christ’s death and burial.

Following a few moments of silence in total darkness, the Strepitus, the Bible is audibly closed, symbolizing the closing of the tomb. After a few more moments of silence in the darkness, the Christ Candle is relit, now as a Vigil Candle, in anticipation of our Lord’s glorious resurrection on Easter Sunday morning.

The congregation then leaves the sanctuary and the church building in total silence in order to maintain the spirit of this solemn Good Friday evening worship service

Holy Week

May each one of us be drawn closer to our Lord Jesus Christ during this time in which we remember Jesus’ sinless life, His atoning death, and His victorious resurrection from the dead.

Palm Sunday Worship Services 

March 28 - 8:30 & 10 a.m.
Each person will be invited to receive a cross made from a palm leaf symbolizing Jesus’ entry into the Holy City of Jerusalem, an event which began the last week of His earthly life. 

Maundy Thursday Meal and Communion

April 1 - 6 p.m.
ADVANCE \d 3We will observe Maundy Thursday with a Potluck Candlelight Meal and Communion. 

Good Friday Evening Tenebrae Service

April 2 – 8 p.m. 

The Service of Tenebrae is a Holy Week devotional worship service 
Easter Sunday Morning, April 4

ADVANCE \d 1Easter Sunrise Service: 6 a.m. 



at the Lighthouse

Easter Morning Breakfast: 7:15 a.m.


in Fellowship Hall



$5.00/person or $20.00/family


NO Sunday School

Easter Celebration Service:  8:30 a.m.


Easter Celebration Service: 10 a.m.

[image: image1.wmf]
Easter Sunrise Service

on April 4 at 6 a.m. 

at the Lighthouse

Come and Celebrate 

the Empty Tomb 

as the Rocks Cry out!

The youth will present 

a skit as we hear 

the passion of the stones.

Come and celebrate with others the most important aspect of our Christian heritage.

Coffee will be available.

The youth will be serving 

Easter Breakfast 

following the Sunrise Service 

in the Fellowship Hall.

$5/person or $20/family.

MAUNDY THURSDAY

April 1 - 6:15 p.m.

Maundy Thursday is the Thursday before Easter on which we remember how, at the last meal with His disciples; Jesus instituted what we know today as “The Lord’s Supper”, “Holy Communion” or “Eucharist.”  The word “Maundy” is an old English word which means “the Thursday before Easter Sunday.” The English derived this word from an anthem sung in the ancient church entitled "Mandatum novum do vobis" based on Jesus’ words, "a new commandment I give to you" (See John 13:34).

In some churches, the ceremony of the washing of feet is performed by the pastor, who ceremonially washes the feet of twelve church leaders in memory of Christ's washing the feet of His twelve disciples.

We will be celebrating Maundy Thursday with a gathering together for a Fellowship Potluck Candlelight Meal. Please bring whatever foods you would like as you would for any other potluck as well as your own table service. We will set up our food in the Fellowship Hall from 5:30 to 6:15 p.m. We will begin our time together at 6:15 p.m. with the singing of a hymn and prayer. Following the meal we will incorporate The Lord’s Supper as part of the meal as Jesus did at His Last Supper Passover Meal with His disciples. Our only source of light in the Fellowship Hall will be candles which you are asked to bring with you (at least one candle per person with holder). We plan to be finished around 7:30‑7:45 p.m.

This is a special time for us to gather together as brothers and sisters of all ages in Christ. Please bring your children and your grandchildren for they need to be exposed at an early age to the traditions of the Christian faith. 

Let's all be in prayer asking for God's special blessing on this time together as we remember our rich Judeo‑Christian heritage, as we celebrate our salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ through His sinless life, atoning death and victorious resurrection, and as we look forward to God's continuing presence with us here at First Presbyterian Church.

Our special thanks to our Board of Deacons for hosting this Maundy Thursday Fellowship Meal and Service of The Lord’s Supper.

