
First Presbyterian Church 
Pentecost 

May 23, 2010                                                 8:30 and 10 a.m. 
 

The Prelude  [A time to be silent in preparation for worship. Please turn off your cell phone.] 

   “The Potter’s Hand” & “Forever”            arr. by Tornquist 

Welcome and Announcements  
Minute for Mission              Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) 
Ringing Our Historic Church Bells  
 
Opening Hymn #382 “Come Holy Spirit” 
 
The Call to Worship (unison) 
Holy Spirit, you breathed over the waters, bringing order from 
chaos, and creation into being, breathing life into your 
children. Come, Holy Spirit and claim each of us as your child 
and bring us into new life in the baptismal waters. Come, Holy 
Spirit and teach us through your word in Scripture and live 
among us. Continue to instruct us. Come, Holy Spirit and 
breathe over your followers creating your church, equipping 
your saints with the gifts necessary to form the body of Christ. 
Come, Holy Spirit! Send your Spirit anew to kindle a flame 
within us so we stand in awe of your majesty. Create in us a 
desire to be your faithful people. Fill us with zeal to witness 
the power of your Spirit and the wonder of your love. Amen. 
 
The Anthem: “Spirit Sing”             by Martin 

 
Prayer of Confession (unison) Gracious Giver of our lives, too 
often we are so eager to do “something” that we allow easy 
answers to lure us away from the examination you would have 
us make of our lives and our world. We long for the 
comfortable life—where our good feelings are ultimately the 
sole authority of whether we have acted rightly. Too often we 
prefer the immediate satisfaction of individual action to the 
more difficult process of helping our whole church or society 
act in new and life-giving ways. Cultivate within us a stomach 
for the suffering of your world and the patience to act 
deliberately. In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.  
Assurance of Pardon   

Gloria Patri #812   
The Pastoral Prayer/The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastoral Prayer for the Teachers 
 
Offertory  As a tangible expression of our gratitude to God, we joyfully 

offer our monetary gifts to financially support God's work at First 
Presbyterian Church 

 
Offertory Music    “John 3: 16”         Soloist: Olivia Lein 

*Doxology # 815 
 

*Prayer of Dedication   
 
Prayer of Illumination            
First Readings of Scripture Acts 2:1-21                         (p. 260 NT) 

              8:30 a.m. Youth 
        10 a.m. Erin Veliquette 
*Hymn of Preparation #647 “Pure and Holy”  
 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 12: 3-7, 12-13,               (p.174  NT)   
Sermon   Purity in Baptism                      Rev. Shafer 

 

Reception of New Members & Sacrament of Baptism   (10 a.m.) 

 
Congregational Response (unison) With joy and thanksgiving we 
welcome you into Christ’s church; for we are all one in Christ. 
We promise to love, encourage, and support you, to share the 
good news of the Gospel with you, and to help you know and 
follow Christ.    
L:  The peace of God be with you. 
Congregation:  And also with you. 
 

*The Closing Hymn [see insert] “Shout to the Lord” 

*Greeting Each Other In Christian Love 
*The Pastoral Benediction 

 
The Postlude “To God Be the Glory” 
 

 
Thank you, Jennifer Haskell  

for sharing her musical talent this morning. 



The Mission Statement of First Presbyterian Church 
SHARING, GROWING, AND LIVING OUR FAITH IN CHRIST 

 
This we seek to accomplish by 

Introducing Jesus Christ to those who do not know Him; 
Deepening the faith and commitment of those who already know Him; 

Demonstrating Christ’s way of love in service to the world  
 

GREETERS 8:30                                                                                          Youth 
GREETERS 10:00                                                             Wayne and Pam Shuler 
USHERS 8:30                                                                                                Youth 
USHERS 10:00                                                 Karen Ruedinger and Sue Flowers 

Dick and Connie Claar 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

OUR ACOLYTE TODAY is Tommy Derks 
 

CHANCEL FLOWERS are placed by the Berry Family in loving memory of 

Art Berry. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS: Diane Klingler, Catlin Orschel, Ginger Blackmore, 

Mary Williams and Vicki Perult, (Ginger, Mary and Vicki are family members of 

Mark & Ronnie Blackmore) 
 

CHILD CARE facilities are available to keep our services in the spirit of 

worship.  Infants and children through three years of age are invited. Katie 

DeRosha is assisting our Childcare Coordinator, Melissa West, today.  
 

RULING ELDERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Your May Session 

packets and Ministry Teams reports have been placed in your mailbox located 

across from the office. Reminder that Session will be meeting at the Lighthouse. 
 

WEDENSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY will resume May 26, at 10 a.m. 
 

PRAYER FOR YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES: Let us pause to 

thank God for the children and young people of our church. Let us also thank the 

youth for ushering and greeting on the fourth Sunday of each month. 
 

DR. WILLIAM NOWAK TO SPEAK ON ROBOTIC SURGERY: Chapter 

EB of P.E.O. invites men and women of the Elk Rapids community to hear Dr. 

Nowak speak in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, May 26, at 7 p.m. His topic 

will be the daVinci Robotic Surgical System and its use at Munson Medical 

Center. Dr. Nowak is associated with the Women’s Health Pavilion on East M72 

in Acme.  
 

GRADUATION RECOGNITION SUNDAY, JUNE 6, 2010: We will be 

recognizing those men and women in our church family who are graduating from 

high-school, college, university, or from a specialized school, on Sunday, June 6, 

at the 10 a.m. service. A gift from the Board of Deacons will be presented to each 

graduating High School Senior. There will also be a reception following the 

service hosted by our Deacons. PLEASE SIGN-UP OR CALL THE CHURCH 

OFFICE (264-8167) TO PLACE THE NAME OF YOUR GRADUATE ON 

OUR LIST. (Sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall.) 
 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK’S 
ACTIVITIES 

 

 

NEXT WEEK’S 
ACTIVITIES 

 

TODAY, May 23 
Confirmation Sunday 

  8:00 a.m. Prayer Time 

  8:30 a.m. Worship Service 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

  5:00 p.m. MS Youth @ LH 

  7:00 p.m. HS Youth @ LH 

MONDAY, May 24 
  6:30 p.m. PNC Meeting in MP 

TUESDAY, May 25 
  8:30 a.m. Building Comm. in MP 

  2:00 p.m. Nurture MT in MP 

  7:00 p.m. Stephen Ministry 

WEDNESDAY, May 26 
  6:30 a.m. Breakfast Club at LH 

10:00 a.m. Bible Study 

  1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 

  4:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

  7:00 p.m. Session @ LH 

  7:00 p.m. Dr. William Nowak in 

 Fellowship Hall 

THURSDAY, May 27 
  9:00 a.m. Bulletin Items Due 

FRIDAY, May 28 
  9:00 a.m. Bulletin Print 

  9:00 a.m. Community Cupboard Del 

 

 

SUN., May 30 
  8:00 a.m. Prayer Time 

  8:30 a.m. Worship Service 

  9:30 a.m. Youth ―Brown Bag  

 Lunch‖ fundraiser 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

MON., May 31 
Memorial Day 
Office Closed 

TUE., June 1 
  3:00 p.m. Outreach Ministry Team 

WED., June 2 
10:00 a.m. Bible Study 

  1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 

  4:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

  7:00 p.m. Youth MT @ LH 

THU., June 3 
  7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

  9:00 a.m. Bulletin Items Due 

FRI., June 4 
  9:00 a.m. Bulletin Print 

 

  



NURSERY LOCATION 
Toddlers (18 – 36 months) Nursery Lower Level 
 

 

BUDGET REPORT AS OF APRIL 30, 2010 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE (PNC) UPDATE: Your Pastor 

Nominating Committee has begun meeting weekly. We have completed the first 

step in the search process—which is to complete a ―Church Information Form‖ 

(CIF).  This form goes to Session for approval at its May meeting.   
 

After receiving both Session and Committee on Ministry (COM) of Mackinac 

Presbytery approval, the CIF is then entered into a database where it is 

―matched‖ with prospective candidates for the Senior Pastor position.  Personal 

Information Forms (PIFS) – resumes then come to your PNC to be evaluated.  

We expect to begin receiving resumes by mid-June.  Look for regular updates in 

the church newsletter and bulletin. 
 

Thank you for your continued prayers, as we seek to find, the person God has 

already chosen to serve as our next Senior Pastor.  Your prayerful support is the 

most important step in our search process! 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL registration forms and volunteer forms are 

available in the Narthex. 

 

AN EAGLE VILLAGE TRIP IS PLANNED FOR THURSDAY, JUNE 17. 

This is an opportunity to visit this residential treatment center for abused, 

neglected, and delinquent children that our Mission Outreach Ministry supports. 

The plan is to leave Elk Rapids at 9 a.m. and arrive about 10:30 for a tour 

followed by lunch.  We would then work for a couple of hours on their scripture 

path before leaving around 3:30 p.m. and arriving back in Elk Rapids by 5 p.m. 

Please contact Peggy Bushnell (322-4926) or the church office if interested. 

 

GIVE THE VERY BEST - People are precious, and when they hurt, or suffer 

they deserve the best care and support we can offer.  That's why our congregation 

has Stephen Ministers.  Their training, commitment, and service make them the 

best at providing care for people who need it.  Do you want to give your best to 

God and to others?  Your best move is to contact Pastor Sandy, 264-8167, 

Connie Clark, 264-5977, Charlene Hansen, 499-9702, Sue Johnson, (264-6994), 

Pam Shuler, 599-2480 or Greg Socha, 264-9471 for more information. 

 

NEEDED FOR VBS 2010 - The congregation has always helped generously 

with supplies and donations for our Vacation Bible School program.  Here is a 

list of supplies needed for this year’s VBS. Please leave supplies in the VBS box 

in Fellowship Hall. The list will be up dated from week to week. 
 

8 pkgs. of purse size hand wipes 

750 paper cups  

300 clear plastic drinking cups 9 oz. 

10 pkgs. of Tac-N-Stick to put posters up on the walls 

300 paper plates 

150 large dinner size BLUE paper plates 

12 pkgs. of reward stickers 

18 boxes color pencils 

2 boxes of Gallon Size Zip Lock Bags 

150 ziploc bags, sandwich size 

15 bags of Hershey’s Kisses PLAIN 

Cash donation to support VBS    [Please put VBS on Memo Line] 

 

Thank you so much for your support! 
 

PRAYER SHAWL KNITTERS are invited to knit in the library on the fourth 

Sunday of the month during the 10 a.m. service. Shawl kits will be available for 

purchase ($9 and $12) or bring the one you are working on. The receivers of 

these beautiful shawls will know that they are wrapping themselves in prayers 

and love. 
 

 

SERMON POINTS 

 

 Remember who you are in the Body of Christ. 

 

 Each one’s Baptism is done with the Holy Spirit’s presence.   

 

 There is purity—God’s righteousness—endowed to the newly Baptized and 

those remembering their own Baptism. 

 

 Baptism, as witnessed in the Presbyterian Church of the United States of 

America, is an outward physical act of an inward spiritual gift given to each 

person Baptized in Christ. 

 

 Our Baptism is the joy of knowing we are children of God’s kingdom saved 

from sin and death.    

 
 

 

INCOME THROUGH APRIL…………………………..$145,560 

EXPENSES THROUGH APRIL……………..…………$144,170 

BUDGET THROUGH APRIL……………..…...…….…$158,005 

 



VBS TEAM MEMBER MEETING! 
 

If you have volunteered to be a VBS Crew Member on the ―High Seas‖ or are 

considering this wonderful opportunity to be a part of changing a child’s heart plan on 

attending one of the four meetings, in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Monday, June, 7 @ 7:30 p.m.,   Sunday, June 13 @ 11:15 a.m. 

Monday, June 14 @ 10 a.m.,    Monday, June 14 @ 1 p.m. 

 

Each meeting will be approximately 1 hour.  If you are working with a partner you can 

coordinate your schedule to allow for some planning time after the initial meeting.  I will 

be there as long as you have question or need my assistance.   

 

The week of VBS is very hectic. It is easier for everyone and provides the best possible 

quality programming if we are all on the same page before Monday morning.  Sailing 

Instructions are necessary!  If you have already agreed to be a team member, attending 

one of these informative meetings is a MUST!  If you have any questions, or are not sure 

this is for you, or how best your gifts could be used, come to a meeting and see what we 

are all about!!!  *Those doing set up and take down are not required to attend a meeting. 

 

We are so grateful to everyone for their dedication to this BIG event.  We could not do 

God’s wonderful work without your help! 

 

Yes, there will be treats! 

 

If you have any questions or concerns please don’t hesitate to call me at church 264-

8167, or e-mail me at pbekkering@hotmail.com 

 

I will be happy to help in  

anyway that I can! 

 

Pam Bekkering 

CE Director & Captain  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Children’s Church 

 
 The Christian Education Ministry team is looking for a 

wonderful person or persons to lead our Children’s Church 
program for this summer.   
 Children’s church is held during the 10 a.m. service on 

Sunday mornings.  The children attend church with their 
parents/grandparents.  After the Children’s Sermon, children are 

excused for class, which meets in the lower level of the church.   
 Children 4 years old through the 5th grade enjoy a short 
lesson and activities prepared by the teacher.   

 Christian Education would be happy to help gather 
material or give guidance.  We need someone to take the reins 

and head this very important ministry.  We would love to hear 
your ideas…don’t be shy.  Please call Pam Bekkering for further 
information at 264-8167. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pbekkering@hotmail.com


As our Sunday School year comes to a 
close, there are a few very special 
people that we need to say, “Thank 

You” to for all their time and dedication. 

 
Melissa West, who teaches our nursery 
children, has been a blessing.  Each 
Sunday she is faithfully there with a 
smile.  The little ones are learning so 
much and feel so comfortable in their 
new home in the lower level.   

 
Gloria Wheeler has once again taken the 4-year-olds and Kindergartners under 
her loving care.  She has been assisted this year by Marcia Hickey, JoEllen 

Gilreath, and Gary Fangboner.  Together these wonderful teachers provide a 
very stimulating hour for this group.   
 

There are several fabulous individuals that have taken turns rotating through 
our new Buzz Curriculum for our first through third graders; Judy Matchett, 
Nikii Brown, and Amy Schindler.  These women were supported by Tekla 
Derks, Ed Schindler, Megan Zell, Judith Wonacott, Lauren Eberle, and Janeen 
Noecker.  These people are the creative force that brought the stories alive for 
our children.   
 

Abbie Mandeville has lovingly and energetically tackled the fourth and fifth 

grade class.  She raised the bar for these kids, encouraging them to think and 
explore the Bible.  She was assisted by Karen Ruedinger.   
 
Betty Tezak led our opening music program, coming up with wonderful new 
songs for the kids with a dash of some of those wonderful old faithful tune 
such as Deep and Wide .  

 
A special thanks to Gary Bekkering who provides a very powerful Sunday 
School program for our youth, 6th – 12th grade.   
 
The next group is Nancy Gribi and Pastor Sandy who led our Adult Sunday 

School classes.  

 
We can have the very best curriculum and all the lovely teaching tools, but 
without the heart and love these people provide we would not have a Sunday 
School program.  It is with deep appreciation that we thank all of these 
dedicated individuals! 

 
Thank you,  

 
The First Presbyterian Sunday School Children  
The Christian Education Ministry Team  
 

 

 

 

 

Thank You, Sunday School Teacher 
Thank you, Sunday school teacher, 

For opening my eyes 

To the Bible and Jesus, 

Life’s most precious prize. 

 

Thank you special teacher, 

For opening my mind 

To God and the Holy Spirit, 

And for answers you help me find. 

 

Thank you Sunday school teacher, 

For opening my heart 

To eternal life through salvation, 

The precious lessons you impart. 

 

Thank you, cherished teacher, 

For giving me advice 

So that I can know the Lord 

And be with Him in paradise. 

 

By Joanna Fuchs 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank You!  
I want to say thank you to the YMT; Pete Eckhart, Dave Branding, Ken 

May, Ted Shaw, Donna Eberle, Renee Fedrigon, Chris Weitschat, Judy 

Hahn, Anne Steeg, JoEllen Gilreath, and Grant Gilreath, for all their hard 

work and efforts during this past school year.  They play a vital role in 

planning, implementing, and serving our youth.   

 

Thank you to Lindsay Martin for her assistance in Sunday School. 

 

Thank you to Anne Steeg, Bo & Courtney Reinhart, and David & Melissa 

West for being leaders with the High School Youth Group. 

 

Thank you to Jill Donberg, Megan Zell, and Stephanie Orschel for being 

leaders with the Middle School Youth Group. 

 

Thank you to JoEllen Gilreath, Ronnie Blackmore, Adam Tezak, Lauren 

Eberle, Kate Hicks, Stephanie Orschel, and Mike O’Shaughnessey for 

being chaperones and leaders whenever we needed additional help. 

 

Thank you to Dave Bellingham, Pete Eckhart, Dave Branding, Ted Shaw, 

Adam Tezak, Terry Miller, and Judy Chaisson for being faithful Breakfast 

Club Cooks. 

 

A special thank you to Pam Bekkering for always being there to fill in the 

gaps, passing out bulletins, watching over unsupervised children, clean-up 

after lunches, and my counterpart in all the crazy ideas that arise. 

 

Thank you to Pastor Hal and Pastor Sandy for all their work in making the 

Confirmation program a success. 

  

The youth program would not be what it is today without their help!  You 

are all amazing and I am incredibly blessed to have all of you working as a 

team to serve the youth of our church and community. 

Mission Trip Youth Fundraisers  
 

Nathan Atkinson, Joey Perrault, Grant Gilreath, Eddie Shaw, Nate Lee, 

Talon Felker, Donnie Fedrigon, Katy Derks, Kaitlin Eberle, Marisa 

Rogers, Macy Hopkins, and Elise Coates would like to offer you a ―Brown 

Bag‖ lunch on Sunday, May 30.  Between and following the services, we 

will have for sale ―Brown Bag‖ lunches.  These are the type of lunches 

that we will be eating during our Mission Trip to Marvell, Arkansas on 

June 12-20.   

For only $5 you can share in the same experience.   
Your ―Brown Bag‖ lunch will include a PB&J sandwich or Ham & 

Cheese Sandwich, a piece of fruit, a cookie, a bag of chips and a bottle of 

water, and of course the beautiful ―Brown Bag‖ that will hold it all.   

Thank you for helping us and for sharing this experience with us.  Please 

keep us in your prayers as we go to serve by being the hands and feet of 

Jesus. 
 
 

Oh, yeah we forgot to tell you, about our Car Wash… 

Please do not wash your car! 

We want to wash your car! 
 

We want them as dirty as they can be.   Saturday, May 29, from 10-2 we 

will wash the dirt from your vehicle.  We will be at the Chamber.   
 

And the best part of this is it is FREE! 
 

If you would like to help us on our Mission Trip you are welcome to 

throw a few bucks into our ―Get there and Back‖ jug.   

We could also use a few work gloves, paint brushes, stickers and candy to 

bring with us.  We will be repairing and painting homes and we will be 

running a Kids Klub/VBS program while we are down there.  The paint 

brushes and work gloves are for the Kids Klub/VBS and the candy and 

stickers are for the homes…oops I think that is backwards.      
 


