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Palm Sunday
April 5th 
Worship Services 8:30 & 10:00 a.m.
Each person will be invited to receive a cross made from a palm leaf symbolizing Jesus’ entry into the Holy City of Jerusalem, an event which began the last week of His earthly life.
Maundy Thursday
April 9th at 6:00 p.m.
Maundy Meal & Communion
We will observe Maundy Thursday with a Potluck Candlelight Meal and Communion.
Good Friday Evening Tenebrae Service
April 10th at 8:00 p.m.
The Service of Tenebrae is a Holy Week devotional worship service.
Easter Sunday
April 12th 
Sunrise Worship Service at 6:00 a.m., in our Sanctuary
Easter Breakfast at 7:15 a.m. in Fellowship Hall

Easter Worship Service at 8:30 & 10:00 a.m.

Highlights in April
	Community Choir Cantata
	Sunday, April 5th
	4:00 pm

	May Newsletter Articles Due
	Monday, April 13th
	12:00 p.m.

	New Adult Sunday School Class
	Sunday, April 19th
	10:00 a.m.

	Milestones Potluck and Workshop
	Sunday, April 19th
	11:15 a.m.

	PJ’s and Popcorn Movie Night
	Friday, April 24th   
	7:00 p.m.

	Children’s Ministry Sunday
	Sunday, April 26th  
	10:00 a.m.
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Easter Sunrise Breakfast
Sunday, April 12th 
7 – 8:15 a.m.

The youth will once again be hosting this wonderful meal for you to enjoy.  They will be serving ham and egg casserole, sausage, coffeecake, applesauce, and coffee or milk. 

The cost is $5.00 per person 
or $20.00 per family.
All the profits help the youth who are serving you today attend future youth group trips.
New Adult Sunday School Class
“Islamic Awareness”
Sunday, April 19th 
10:00 am
The Christian Education Ministry Team will offer a six week Sunday School class on Islamic Awareness led by Stan Holzhauer. 

Many major cities of the United States have had an increase in Muslim population over the last twenty years.  Dearborn, Michigan has the largest population of Muslims in the United States.  This course will explore the doctrines and history of Islam.  
“What do Muslims believe?”, “”What is their world view?”, “What do Muslims think about the Bible and Jesus?”, “Is it true that Mohammad set out to complete the Bible after the New Testament?”, “What is Jihad?”, “Is Allah the same as Yahweh?” 
By studying their view, the Christian may be better equipped to understand what the growing Islam movement is all about and its effect on our Christian community.  Stan will use video, lecture and discussion to present this very interesting course. 
This class will start on Sunday, April 19th and continues through May 24th at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
Please sign up in advance, so handout materials can be prepared.  You may call the church office (264-8167), to register.  If you have any questions about the class, please call Stan (322-2594).
Alma College Scholarship Program

The Outreach Ministry Team offers scholarships to Alma.  Applications may be obtained from the church office and returned by May 1, 2009.  For further information, contact Peg Bushnell at 322-4926.
Maundy Thursday
April 9th 
Maundy Thursday is the Thursday before Easter on which we remember how, at the last meal with His disciples, Jesus instituted what we know today as “The Lord’s Supper”, “Holy Communion” or “Eucharist.”  The word “Maundy” is an old English word which means “the Thursday before Easter Sunday.”  The English derived this word from an anthem sung in the ancient church entitled "Mandatum novum do vobis" based on Jesus’ words, "a new commandment I give to you" (See John 13:34).

In some churches, the ceremony of the washing of feet is performed by the pastor, who incorporates The Lord’s Supper as part of the meal as Jesus did at His Last Supper Passover Meal with His disciples.  Our only source of light in the Fellowship Hall will be candles which you are asked to bring with you (at least one candle per person with holder).  We plan to be finished around 7:30 ‑ 7:45 PM.

This is a special time for us to gather together as brothers and sisters of all ages in Christ.  Please bring your children and your grandchildren for they need to be exposed at an early age to the traditions of the Christian faith.

Let’s all be in prayer asking for God’s special blessing during this time together as we remember our rich Judeo-Christian heritage, as we celebrate our salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ through His sinless life, atoning death and victorious resurrection, and as we look forward to God’s continuing presence with us here at First Presbyterian Church.

Our special thanks to our Board of Deacons for hosting this Maundy Thursday fellowship and the Service of The Lord’s Supper.
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Good Friday Tenebrae Service

April 10th 
The word “Tenebrae” means “darkness” or “shadows.”  The Service of Tenebrae is a Holy Week devotional worship service which dates back to the seventh century A.D. and is characterized by reading of Scripture and the successive extinguishing of candles as the service progresses.  There is no service in the entire Church Year which is more Biblical in that all of the Tenebrae Service proper (with the exception of some of the prayers) is taken verbatim from the Holy Scriptures.
Following the opening prayer, the service is divided into three sections, called “Nocturnes.” Each nocturne begins with the reading of three Psalms, each of which is preceded and concluded by an antiphon (a declaration read by the pastor after whom the congregation responds). Following the reading of the Psalms in each nocturne, The Lord’s Prayer is quietly prayed. The nocturne continues with the reading of three Scripture passages concluded again with an antiphon.

A different person reads the selected Scriptures assigned to him or her in advance, after which that person extinguishes one of the sanctuary candles and then returns to his or her seat.  As the service progresses, more and more of the candles are extinguished, causing the sanctuary to become darker and darker.  This is in keeping with the darkness that covered the Holy Land as Christ, during His crucifixion, bore our sins upon Himself on the cross.

After the third Nocturne, all the candles, except the Christ candle, have been extinguished. The Service of Tenebrae ends with the offering of a concluding Psalm.  The Christ Candle is then extinguished, symbolizing our Lord Jesus Christ’s death and burial.

Following a few moments of silence in total darkness, the Strepitus (a loud noise symbolizing the closing of the tomb) is sounded.  After a few more moments of silence in the darkness, the Christ Candle is relit, now as a Vigil Candle, in anticipation of our Lord’s glorious resurrection on Easter Sunday morning.

The congregation then leaves the sanctuary and the church building in total silence in order to maintain the spirit of this solemn Good Friday evening worship service.

Local Outreach
What First Presbyterian Church Does Locally

The other evening I picked up the “Good Samaritan News.” This quarterly publication of the Good Samaritan Family Services serves needy families in Antrim and Charlevoix Counties.  The first sentence I read was, “Most of us would say we are ordinary people.”  Nothing to disagree with there.
“We have family, friends, go to sporting events, and grocery shop---just ordinary people.” Nothing to disagree with there.  The article went on to talk about the ordinary people who walk into the center to volunteer, donate food and clothing, contribute money for the fuel bills, buy food, provide appliances, furniture, and clothing.   About one half of the people they serve are families with children and about 10 percent are senior citizens.  To me, one of the interesting statistics was that they served 205 families with money for fuel to keep warm this winter.   Ordinary people serving people.
This got me to asking myself who are the people who walk in the door of First Presbyterian Church.  All of them are ordinary people including those who need our help from the food cupboard, fuel fund, help with a leaky roof, or whatever the crisis might be.  Some of us are more fortunate than others.  Ordinary people serving people.
This got me thinking again and asking myself, is this all we do?  When the church started the food cupboard in 1982, we had four needy families.  At Christmas time we would work with other churches and the fire department to take Christmas food baskets to 16 or 17 families who seemed to be struggling financially.  Ordinary people serving ordinary people.
Then I checked the 2008 record to answer my question.  I was amazed at what a group of ordinary people can do, and are doing, to help others in need.  Besides providing funds, food products, and volunteer service to our own food cupboard, the ordinary people of First Presbyterian also help Rapid City, Ellsworth, and Acme food cupboards.  They make donations to the Salvation Army, Freedom Builders, Goodwill and others to assist people in need.

As I continued my research into what the local church is doing besides the above, I found that the food cupboard is only a small part of what ordinary people are doing through the Outreach Ministry Team and other agencies of the church.  The list is long.  It blows my mind, but that is what ordinary people do. 
I am humble, but also proud of the people of our church who have received the spirit of generous giving, helping, and serving so that people less fortunate will have the necessities of life.  Thanks be to God for ordinary people.
Stan Holzhauer, 

Outreach Ministry Team

News About Our

New Church Directory
Q: Why is FPC doing a new directory at this time?

A: Two Reasons.  The current directory does not include all current church members.  At least 50 individuals, couples or families have joined FPC since it was published in 2005.

Second reason, we are looking towards the future. When interviewing a pastoral candidate, the new picture directory is proof positive that we are an active, dynamic congregation.  This will help attract better candidates.

Q:  Will the directory cost anyone or the church any money? 

A:  No.  There is no cost to the individual.  Likewise, there is no cost for the church.

Q: Will I be expected to purchase a package?

A: No, the Lifetouch employees will not pressure you to purchase any photo packages. 

Q: How long will the appointment take?

A: Allow for an hour.  There will be three photographers that will rotate as members arrive for their appointments.

Q: Will the directory include candid photographs of church activities?

A: Yes, activity pages will be included.  FPC will be given activity pages according to the number of portrait photographs that are taken.  Members of the Communications Team have already begun to take photographs for the activity pages.

Q: Will I receive a new directory?

A: Every individual, couple or family that has a portrait taken will receive a new directory FREE.

Family Church Directory Portrait Sessions will be available for appointments on these dates and times: 

May 1, (2:30 pm – 9:00 pm), May 2 (9:30 am – 4:00 pm), 
May 20 (2:30 pm – 9:00 pm), May 21 (9:30am – 11:00 am), May 22 (2:30 pm – 9:00 pm), June 19 (2:30 pm– 9:00 pm) 
and June 20 (9:30 am – 4:00 pm).
2009 Phone Directory
Until the new photo directory is ready, there are copies of the 2009 phone directory on the tables in the Narthex.  Please take one copy per family.  

If there is incorrect information listed for you, please use the form in the back of the directory to communicate it to the church office.
Does the Joy of Easter Seem Far Away?

Easter Season

Our Stephen Ministers are There to Care!

For those who have suffered a loss or who are going through a difficult time, Easter can be a time of painful loneliness and emptiness.  If you are smiling on the outside, but full of pain on the inside and the joy of Easter seems far away, help is available.  
Our Stephen Ministers are ready to provide confidential, one-to-one Christian care.  They will listen, care, encourage, and pray with and for you.  Stephen Ministers have been specially trained to meet 
your emotional and spiritual needs; male Stephen Ministers are always matched with men, and female Stephen Ministers are matched with women.  
If you or someone you know is hurting, find out more about Stephen Ministry by talking with one of our Stephen Leaders:  Pastor Sandy, Charlene Hansen, Pam Shuler, Greg Socha, Connie Clark and Sue Johnson.  

First Place 4 Health

Discover a new way to healthy living
Your Chance to Be a Loser!
Losers are winners with First Place 4 Health, 
a Christ-centered health and weight-loss program!

Every year, Americans spend billions of dollars on weight-loss programs and products. Many are on a search for a quick fix, unwilling to consider permanent changes in their lifestyle as the answer.  However, the members of Elk Rapids First Presbyterian have discovered that the Bible holds the answer to the obesity epidemic. By following the First Place 4 Health program, a faith-based weight loss plan supported and endorsed by registered dietitians and physicians, members of First Presbyterian have already lost weight and gained a deeper relationship with Christ.

Meeting in weekly support groups, the members follow a 12-week curriculum that is centered on achieving balance in four essential areas of their lives: emotional, spiritual, mental and physical.  First Place 4 Health encourages members to adopt practical disciplines in all four areas.  These include regular attendance and fellowship (emotional); prayer, Scripture reading and Bible study (spiritual); Scripture memory and keeping a food record (mental); and eating well and exercising (physical).  
First Place 4 Health helps members learn how to be victorious over past eating patterns and how to commit their minds and, ultimately, their bodies to God.

First Place 4 Health groups will begin meeting the week of April 23rd on Thursday from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.  To join, contact Charlene Hansen at 499-9702 or Charlene.Hansen@charter.net, Pat Koch at 264-9093 or ptrckoch@yahoo.com, 

What Is the Cost to Join
First Place 4 Health?
The cost for your first 12-week session is $101.76, which includes your First Place 4 Health Member’s Kit and the Bible study chosen for this session, Begin with Christ. The cost for later sessions is $16.00.  Material available through Amazon.com
Message From Our

Associate Pastor
Dear Friends,

As I write this, it is a beautiful day with a hint of spring.  The sky is blue but still cool.  

Spring leads me to think about renewal.  Spring and Easter are times of renewal in our lives and in our church.  We can become stagnated and rigid after a long winter.  We do that in our lives both outside and inside the church.  The Season of Lent is a time to reflect on our lives and the things we may want to change or get rid of.  It is also a time to anticipate new life.  

We talk about spring cleaning and right now I am envisioning the clutter in my home and the clutter in my life.  I have all kinds of thoughts and possessions I need to get rid of or let go of.  I am also thinking about getting rid of those items that get in the way of my relationships with God and with others.  

I need to throw away my critical heart, to toss my self-righteousness, to stop complaining about the behavior of others, to count my many blessings, and to allow God to move me in ways I don’t always want to go. 

I have a little perpetual calendar with short one-sentence sayings and the one for March 16 spoke to me:  “Life is more fun when you don’t keep score.”  So, for today, I am going to stop keeping score of rights and wrongs and focus on living a new life in Jesus Christ.  Let yourself be renewed in the Lord.  Throw out those behaviors and attitudes that get in the way.  Rejoice in the love of God.  Have a blessed Easter.

Pastor Sandy


A Message From Our

Youth Director

What a busy month March was!

In some ways, I am really glad it is over, but in another way, I was able to experience Jesus working in so many ways that I don’t want it to be over.

What an amazing weekend I had with our Middle School Youth at Spring Hill where five of our kids accepted Jesus.  Two weekends later, I had another amazing weekend with our High School kids.  For one of them, it was their first time ever going on a “Christian” retreat and the response to Jesus brought tears to my eyes and heart.  It is a blessing to be able to just watch our youth, to look into their eyes, and to feel the presence of Christ within our midst.  
A special thank you goes out to Pam Shuler and Stephanie Orschel for being a part of the kid’s weekend. 

In between these two weekends, we moved from the Lighthouse to the “LightShack”.  There are so many people to thank for their time and efforts for their help in the move.  It could not have been done without you.  
Thank you to

Judy Chaisson, Pam Bekkering, Rose King, Jessica and Rob Thompson, Wayne and Pam Shuler, Jim and Donna Eberle, Ken Cook, Ted Shaw, David West, Brian Perrault, Harry Widman, JoEllen Gilreath, Lacey Chaput, 
and the many youth who helped move everything.  
I was not sure how it was going to get done, but God works in mysterious ways if we just let Him.  

This is truly what Lent is all about, experiencing God.     

Crazy in Christ, 






      Gary
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garybgaryb@hotmail.com         

Church; 264-8167

Home; 264-5702 

Cell; 313-1448
Session Highlights from February 25th 

Reverend Sandra Murray called the stated Session meeting to order on February 25, 2009 at 7:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  A quorum was present and the meeting opened with prayer by Rev. Murray.  Roll was called.

Guest:  Trustee Jon Heeke

The minutes of January 28, 2009 Session meeting were approved as corrected.  A motion carried to accept the Treasurer’s report.

The Board of Trustees report was included in the Session packet.  A motion carried that Session direct the Board of Trustees to develop some contingency budgets for 2009, considering current economic conditions and trends, with information contributed by all Ministry Teams and Committees. 

The Building Committee report was received:

(1) A motion carried for approval that the President of the Trustees signs a contract with Lakewood Construction for a partial demolition (everything except the entry area and steeple) and new construction of the Lighthouse for an amount of $506,875.00. (This contract does not include interior painting, carpeting or landscaping. All three are to be handled by us.)

(2) By consent agenda, a motion carried to approve that the Trustees be allowed to dispose of that Lighthouse kitchen cooking equipment which will not be incorporated into the modified Lighthouse.

Associate Pastor:  The activity report for Rev. Murray was included in the Session packet with no items for Session.

Christian Education Ministry Team: By consent agenda, a motion carried to approve the use of the SonRock Kids Camp from Gospel Light for 2009 Vacation Bible School.

Communication Ministry Team: By consent agenda, a motion carried to allow a contract to be signed with Lifetouch to have a picture directory taken in May and June of 2009.

Fellowship Ministry Team: By consent agenda, a motion carried to approve April 24, 2009 as Movie Night from 7-9 pm., in the Fellowship Hall.

Stewardship Ministry Team: A motion carried to designate Palm Sunday, April 5, 2009 to receive the One Great Hour of Sharing offering.

Outreach Ministry Team: 
(1) By consent agenda, a motion carried to set the date of October 25, 2009 for Mission Sunday. 
(2) By consent agenda, a motion carried to approve the expenditure of $403.20 from the Mission Endowment Fund to send two members of the Christian Education Ministry Team to a children’s ministry conference in Troy, Michigan on March 13 and 14, 2009.

Youth Ministry Team: A motion carried to approve the relocation of the youth from the current Lighthouse to the Radio Shack building in Elk Rapids, at a cost not to exceed $1000.00 per month rent, during the construction of the new Lighthouse and to authorize the President of the Board of Trustees to sign a lease for said location.

Personnel Ministry Team: Session moved into Executive Session to discuss personnel issues.

Approval of Reports:  A motion carried to approve all reports, less the Treasurer’s report.

Adjournment:  The meeting closed with prayer by Rev. Murray at 10:05 pm
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A big thanks to all of you who have been saving your Village Market receipts, (gas receipts also), and Spartan bar codes.  Your donation of food and money is also greatly appreciated.  Please continue saving; we are behind where we were last year. 

A special hug goes to the Sunday School kids for the baby supplies, pillows and dry soups.
At the present time we are serving 44 households or about 150 people every two weeks. 
In Christ service,

Jane Lund, Community Cupboard
NEWS FROM THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRY TEAM

Choir Note Update

The Sunday School Children, 4 year’s old – 3rd graders, will be singing on April 26th at the 10 AM service.  They will not be singing on Palm Sunday.

Sunday School Children update

Our Sunday School children have collected $73.36 dollars to help our Compassion child, Nesly Joseph.  Please, encourage your children to think about giving a portion of their allowance or money earned from a job to this very important mission.  The children continue to work on other Stewardship projects, which include recycling in the Sunday School classrooms and making craft items to go out with Community Cupboard deliveries.  

I need one more teacher for May 3rd for our 1st-3rd grade group.  This is a great lesson on Samuel.  Call Pam at 264-8167 or e-mail her at pbekkering@hotmail.com if you can help fill this spot.

Adult Sunday School Classes

A special “Thank You” to Jennifer Haskell, for leading a fantastic two week Sunday School class on Studying the Bible.

Stan Holzhauer’s class on Islamic Awareness begins on April 19th and will continue for six weeks.  Please, fill out a pre-registration form, found in the bulletin or in the Fellowship Hall, if you will be able to attend Stan’s class.  These classes will be held in the Fellowship Hall from 10-11 AM on Sunday morning.

Nursery News

Melissa West, our wonderful Nursery Coordinator, just completed her CPR training.  Melissa, thanks for always making sure our children have the safest nursery possible.

We are very grateful for the loving care that all of our volunteers provide for our children in our Nursery!  A new schedule is up that will take us into June!  Please stop by the nursery and see if there is a time that you can help.  We have many little ones that require many, many helping hands!

Parents
If your child might need a diaper change while staying with us in the nursery, please remember to bring the needed materials.  Our budget doesn’t allow for providing these supplies.  

Children’s Ministry Sunday is April 26th during the 10 AM service.  This is the day we celebrate our children and their Milestone accomplishments.  The 4th graders who participated in the Stewardship Milestone will be helping as greeters and ushers.  
Our Kindergartners will help lead the congregation in the Lord’s Prayer.  This is a wonderful time to let our kids shine.  There will be cake and refreshments after this service hosted by the Deacons to complete this wonderful morning.  Come and celebrate with our kids.  

VBS News

It is that time again to start planning for VBS.  Next month (May) there will be more information about this year’s exciting VBS program SonRock Camp.  This is going to be an adventure in the wild that you won’t want to miss!  The Christian Education Ministry Team will be looking for your support again.  Please begin to prayerfully consider how you might help this year.  We will need 70 plus hard working, fun loving, adventure seeking, God praising people to help make this year’s program a success.  
We will be running only one session this summer, from 9 AM-12:30 PM.  Registration will be limited to 125 children.  Registration forms for Volunteers and Kid Campers can be found downstairs by the Sunday School rooms and in the Fellowship Hall.  It is only one week, but we believe that God uses this time to work in powerful ways.  God needs YOU to make a difference!

VBS Volunteer Meetings/Training

Volunteers will be asked to attend ONE meeting that is very important for planning and organizing.  It is a way that CE can ensure that our volunteers have the information and materials to make our program successful.  We understand how limited your time is, so we have revamped our meetings.  
The meetings will be held at four different times to make them as convenient as possible.  VBS meetings will be on Tuesday, June 2nd at 7:30 PM, Sunday, June 14th at 11 AM, Tuesday, June 16th at 10 AM or 1 PM.  Meetings will be approximately one hour long.  However, if you are working with a partner you may want to allow for some extra planning time.  Treats will be provided.  

Milestone Sunday is April 19th   
See Insert for complete information and registration.  

The CE Ministry team is a very active and energetic group of individuals!  If you have any questions, concerns, or ideas please contact any one of these individuals: 
Mona Nelson, Deb Zerafa, Barb Johnson, Gary Fangboner, Abbie Mandeville, Nikii Brown, Joanne Teague, Pastor Sandy, Melissa West, Linda Sisson, or Pam Bekkering.  
CE meets the first Tuesday of every month at 6:30 PM, in the Fellowship Hall, guests are welcome.  
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NEW LOCATION

We are somewhat settled into our new temporary location,

102 Bridge St., the old Radio Shack.

We are calling it the “LightShack”
MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Grades 6-8

Sunday nights from 

5:00 - 6:30 pm at the “LightShack”.

Youth Group Meeting 
April 5…Yes there is MSYG 

  We will be talking about the upcoming Holy Week
April 12…NO MSYG

   Enjoy Easter with your family! 
April 19…Yes MSYG

April 26…Yes MSYG 

April 29…Tiffany Thompson & AJ the Illusionist

  (will be at school during the day and for an evening performance.)  

Watch for the monthly calendar that is mailed direct with more information
Acolyte Schedule

4-5
Dillon Thompson
4-12
Travis Hall
4-19
Kaitlin Eberle
4-26
Morgan Gilreath

CAMP
That is right…I said camp time.  

$100 scholarships are available.  

See Gary for more details.  Check out the table in the Fellowship Hall and pick up a brochure! 
Check out the websites

Presbytery Point…$285/week

www.presbyterypoint.org
MS Camp: July 5-11

HS Camp: July 19-25

Camp Westminster…$375/week
www.campwestminster.com
(programs for all ages all summer) 


	WHAT’S COMING UP

In May
 

Last day of Sunday School 

May 17.


HIGH SCHOOL 

Grades 9-12
We meet every Sunday night from 
7:00-9:00 pm at the “LightShack”
Youth Group Meeting
April 5…Yes there is HSYG

   We will be talking about the upcoming Holy Week and how we will take our next step in our 

Give Up/Take On challenge.
April 12…NO HSYG

   Enjoy Easter with your family!

April 19…Yes HSYG

April 26…Yes HSYG

April 29…Tiffany Thompson & AJ the Illusionist

  (will be at school during the day and for an evening performance.)  

April 15 & 22 Bible Study on Ecclesiastes

(We meet for 1 hour for an in-depth study at the LS.)  

Watch for the monthly calendar that is mailed direct with more information
PARENT 

Don’t forget to put on your calendars the above dates.  

Thank you for your continued support and efforts at home to reinforce what is taught in SS and YG.  

I am always open to comments.

Don’t forget to ask your kids about their trips to Spring Hill and to the Chicago Zone.  Sometimes it takes a few weeks to get information out of your kids, 
and it is always a good reminder of the
 week and what they learned.

One other important update, on the fourth Sunday of the month, I have the opportunity to preach.  What this means for the SS hour is that the 6th-12th grade will be asked to come to church and worship.  
During that time, they will be filling out a worship note and critiquing the worship service.  This will give the kids an opportunity to experience a worship service since most come to Sunday school during 
worship time.  
I will use their worship notes as part of the next week’s lesson and how to improve my preaching skills and prepare a worship service experience.
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Our church is filled with an army of marching “faithful servants,” doing God’s work in their own unique ways.   Each month we hope to recognize and honor someone in our church family.  Their efforts can be large or small.  You are welcome to submit suggestions to our Communication Ministry Team.  (Contact Pam Shuler at 599-2480 or Sue Johnson at 264-6994)

When this faithful servant sees a need, he steps in and helps without being asked.  Don Shurte can regularly be seen each Sunday in the choir loft.   Don has been singing in choral groups for almost 40 years.  His participation in a Flint men’s chorus led to participation at the state and international level, singing in groups as large as one thousand men.  In addition to the choir, Don joins Don Bellinger, Ken Price and Tom Wiltse in a men’s quartet here at First Presbyterian Church.  Don gets a smile on his face when talking about singing, but admits that he doesn’t sing in the shower.  Whistling is his private musical outlet.

When serving as an Elder, Don chaired the Fellowship Ministry Team.  After his service on Session, Don became a Trustee and serves on the Facilities and Finance sub-committees, and is the manse liaison.   His unsung work is as Head Teller.  Each Monday, Don and his team of tellers count the offering, confirm giving numbers of any checks not in envelopes deposit the money in the bank and prepare detailed reports.  This work takes almost 2 hours each week and is shared by ten people on his team.  During the winter months, Don’s team could use more help.

To make the tellers work easier, Don suggests using your offering envelopes.  Any hand written numbers must be verified by the team, before recording them.  To be good stewards, we are trying to keep the total number of envelopes we purchase to 400.  Therefore, if you give quarterly or yearly, a new number can be assigned to you, to assure that your gift is properly credited.  

Don has lived in Elk Rapids since retiring from the Flint Board of Education where he was responsible for the computerization of student records and scheduling. With wife Jan, Don has nine children and 19 grandchildren.  Jan is quick to point out that Don has seven great-grandchildren! 

Don invites you to join him in choir on Wednesday nights at 7 PM.  All voice parts are welcome.

2009 Women’s Association 

Here are the dates to put on your calendar for April & May of 2009. We meet during the day in April and then will return to our usual 7:00 PM at the church for the May meeting.

April 9th – 1:00 PM - will be at the church Fellowship Hall and Nell Widman will be the Hostess. We will be on Lesson 4 of our “Jubilee! Luke’s Gospel for the Poor” Study. 

May 14th – 7:00 PM – will be held at the church, location will be announced because the Fellowship Hall will be set up for the Sale.  Marie Moulds will be our Hostess and we will be studying Lesson 5 of our “Jubilee! Luke’s Gospel for the Poor” Study.
Start Gathering your “gently used” and “resellable” items.  May 14th-16th is the date for this year’s “Upscale Resale”.  You will be able to drop off items at the church starting May 11th.  Watch the bulletin for further details.  We appreciate your continued support!

We look forward to seeing you at any of our meetings and activities. If you have questions, please call Jennifer Haskell 599-2946.
Stewardship
Trying to distill the concepts of stewardship to a fourth grade level that could be taught and caught in 45 minutes for the Milestone program was a challenging task.  That process produced two words “gift” and “job”.   Because of Jesus Christ’s loving gift of grace that results in our reconciliation with God, we lovingly respond to the job He has given us – to manage His estate.  In other words, to be stewards of everything He has given us.
· God gives us each new day, so we need to be time managers.

· God give us unique talents and abilities, so we need to manage and use them wisely.

· God gives us family and friends, so we need to manage relationships.

· God gives us this beautiful place to live, earth; so we need to manage our environment.

· God gives us resources, like money, so we need to be good money managers.

So money shouldn’t be the first thought that comes to mind when stewardship is mentioned.  Stewardship is everything that comes after accepting Jesus as Lord and Savior.  Savior is the gift part and Lord implies a job.  Gratefully accept the gift and then joyfully begin the rest of your life managing your portion of His estate.

The Stewardship Ministry Team
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“Where Is Your Treasure?”  (Matthew 6:21)

For sixty years, One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) has been a treasure for Presbyterians.  Since 1949, it has given us opportunities to ensure that our gifts can help others live fuller lives.  Whether they go to families who suddenly lose everything in war or natural disaster or to communities that have been struggling for years against hunger and poverty, our gifts to OGHS can help our brothers and sisters change their lives.  To the extent that our gifts bring us a step closer to imitating God’s love, they can change our own life.  Recognizing that our treasure is whatever leads us to a fuller life of gratitude to God and to being aware of the needs and gifts of others, our treasures then could be almost anything: 

· the beautiful ripe peppers in a community garden 

· more accessible clean water which would allow our children to attend school instead of hauling water from miles away 

· a chance to help others rebuild their community
Our treasure is God’s children everywhere.  One Great Hour of Sharing helps us keep individuals, their families and their community central in our hearts.  Our support is directed through the three Presbyterian programs: 
· Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

· The Presbyterian Hunger Program 

· Self-Development of People
May you find your treasure, and your heart, through sharing resources and changing lives with a generous gift to One Great Hour of Sharing.  The OGHS offering will be received on Palm Sunday, April 5th.  Special envelopes are in your giving boxes and in the pews.

“One person can change the world by changing the world for one person.”

Stewardship Ministry Team


Fellowship Ministry Team
Invites You to a

Night of Family Fun


Friday, April 24th, 2009, 7 – 9 p.m.

PJs (optional), popcorn & movie night for kids ages kindergarten through 5th grade and their parents.  This is a free event in Fellowship Hall.
Pre-K nursery care will be provided by Jane Lund and Adam Schuler during the movie. We’ll begin with a short game for everyone. The movie, Facing the Giants (~112 minutes), is a refreshing and wonderful reminder that in God all things are possible. 

What’s the movie about? “After 6 consecutive losing seasons, high school football coach Grant Taylor believes things can’t get any worse.  He’s wrong.  With fear and failure defeating him in football and in life, the downtrodden coach and husband turns to God in desperation.  Trusting that God can somehow do the impossible, Coach Taylor and his Shiloh Christian Eagles soon discover how faith plays out on the field….”
The event is free, but you must sign up for this in the narthex between services. Save the date – April 24th 2009.  See you there!

Sneak peek preview of upcoming activities
May 30 Progressive Dinner


Don’t miss it! Be sure to sign up 

in the Narthex between services

1 John 3: 18   “Let us not love each other with words alone, but also with our actions.”
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Highlights in May
	National Day of Prayer Service
	Thursday, May 7
	12:15 p.m. Gov. Building

	Upscale Resale Sale Set-up
	Mon., May 11 & Tues.12
	Fellowship Hall

	Upscale Resale Sale
	Wed., May 13 thru Sat., May 16
	Fellowship Hall

	June Newsletter Articles Due
	Monday, May 18
	12:00 p.m.

	Memorial Day (Office Closed)
	Monday, May 25
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


The Mission Statement of First Presbyterian Church

SHARING, GROWING, AND LIVING OUR FAITH IN CHRIST

This we seek to accomplish by

Introducing Jesus Christ to those who do not know Him;

Deepening the faith and commitment of those who already know Him;

And demonstrating Christ’s way of love in service to the world.

First Presbyterian Church

404 Spruce Street

Elk Rapids, MI 49629

MAY NEWSLETTER ITEM DEADLINE April 13, 2009
Website – www.erfpc.org

Church Email: info@erfpc.org
“Faithful Servant” Series





Don Shurte





How To Get In Touch With Gary





Church 264-8167, Home 264-5702, Cell 313-1448





E-mail:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:garybgaryb@hotmail.com" ��garybgaryb@hotmail.com�


www.erfirstpresbyterian.org
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Worship Services 8:30 & 10:00 AM








Non-Profit STD Rate U.S. Postage Paid 


Elk Rapids, MI 49629 Permit No. 52 





Holy Week Schedule





Easter Sunrise Service led by the Youth


6:00 am here at church


Easter Breakfast (fundraiser for the youth) served by the youth from 7:00am –8:15am.





Community Cupboard








One Great Hour of Sharing
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