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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2009

There will be a congregational meeting
Sunday, October 18, 2009, 11:05 a.m.
(immediately following the 10 a.m. service)

(1) Members will elect: Five Elders for the
Class of 2012; Five Deacons for the
Class of 2012; Five Trustees for the
Class of 2012; and Three At-Large
members for the 2010 Nominations
Committee.

(2) Members will review the proposed 2010
operating budget with the opportunities
to offer recommendations. Copies of the
2010 Session-recommended draft
budget will be available on the table near
the library on Sunday, October 4, 2009.

Highlights in October

Pledge Dedication Sunday

Sunday, October 4

Members: Please plan to be at this
congregational meeting. Kindly remember
that we must have a quorum in order to
conduct our church’s business. Attendance
at this meeting is an important responsibility
for all members of our church. Thanks for
making this meeting a priority. Non-
members are most welcome to attend and
observe.

Ordained and Installed

The following person was ordained and
installed into the office of Elder on Sunday,
September 13, 2009:

Betty Tezak

8:30 & 10 a.m.

Community Choir Rehearsal Sundays, October 4, 11, 18, 25 7 -8:30 p.m.
Rev. Youan Shiba Speaking Tuesday, October 6 7 p.m.
November Newsletter Articles Due Monday, October 12 Noon
Congregational Meeting Sunday, October 18 11:05 a.m.

Mission Sunday & Gift Fair
Prayer Shawl Ministry [in the Library]

Sunday, October 25
Sunday, October 25 10a.m.

8 a.m. - Noon
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PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

2009 WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION

Here are the dates to put on your calendar for the
rest of 2009. Please note the following activities.

Wednesday, October 7

MEADOWBROOK - Birthday Party
Meadowbrook Nursing Home, Bellaire: All those
women who wish to attend can meet Pastor Sandy at
the church at 12:45 p.m. and ride together.

Thursday, November 12, 7 p.m. at the church
Jubilee: Luke Bible Study - Lesson #9. Carol
Sinclair will be our Hostess.

Thursday, December 3,
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TEA

We look forward to seeing you at any of our
meetings and activities. If you have questions,
please call Jennifer Haskell, 599-2946.

AUTUMN SPLENDOR ROAD TOURS
BY MOTORCYCLE AND BICYCLE

Attention all motorcycle and bicycle riders! Save the
date - Sunday, Oct. 4, (rain date Oct. 11) for a
Sunday ride. Mystery routes are planned for both
groups. We’ll meet at church at 11-ish right after
second service for hour-long local-area rides.
Fellowship Ministry Team will provide apples as a
nutritious starter snack. Groups can decide if they
would like to go to lunch together. Bring your
helmets!!! See you there! Please RSVP to Sarah
Miller, 264-8636 by Friday, Oct. 2. Thank you.

Be aware that bikers with engines will likely want to
be gone more than an hour and won't likely wait
until October to get started.

NEw PHOTO DIRECTORY

The new Church Directory will soon arrive! Are you
hoping for a copy of the new Directory? Every
family, couple, or individual photographed will
receive one complimentary directory. A limited
number of additional directories have been ordered
and will be sold for $5 apiece. Please see
Communication Team members, Kay Goodall (first
service), Pam Shuler or Sue Johnson (second
service) or Sandy Lake (office) to reserve your copy.



MESSAGE FROM THE
PASTOR’S DESK

Dear Beloved at Elk Rapids First Presbyterian Church,

IT'S GREAT TO BE IN ELK RAPIDS, especially at
Elk Rapids’ First Presbyterian Church. I want to
express to all in this article how my wife, Tici,
and I came to the lovely Village of Elk Rapids. I
believe it was God’s call upon our lives.

The story about how I was called to ERFPC is
unique. It all began when Tici and I flew to
Atlanta, Georgia for the Presbyterian Big Tent
Event. God began the process there. And, as
I've learned, when we trust in God—in the
process God initiates—wonderful events take
place. At many major Presbyterian events we
have Face-to-Face meetings where churches get
together on a one-to-one basis with prospective
candidates inquiring about positions open in our
denomination. I went to this event for the sole
purpose to interview with churches looking to fill
pastoral positions in our denomination. Tici and I
were there for two days. We were very busy
engaging in the process.

The first day as I sat by myself reading the
Churches’ Information Forms (CIF), a smiling,
good looking gentleman sat down in front of me
and said, “So, you want to be an interim.” Taken
off task from what I was doing, my face
obviously showed some question. This fellow
continued to say, “"Well it says on your Personal
Information Form (PIF) that you are open to
interim work.” I was concentrating on a CIF and
slowly put it aside as this gentleman’s smile and
wonderful attitude invited me to listen. He
introduced himself and said, “I'm Dr. Harry
Begley—the Stated Clerk of Mackinac Presbytery,
and if you have a minute, I would like you to
discuss with me the possibility of interim
positions we have available in a few churches in
our Presbytery.”

Dr. Begley’s invite was very quick but sweet as
we seemed to bond. We talked briefly and I
didn’t think much about the conversation until
after it was over. Tici had walked up to the table
and was able to meet Harry. As the story
unfolded in our discussion together, Harry said
that he was a dentist and had sold his practice in
Chicago, and became the Clerk of Mackinac

Presbytery. There is a special place in my heart
for dentists, since I grew up with a father who
was a dentist, now retired. Re-reading the CIF
for EIk Rapids First later that day, I remembered
that I had read the CIF a few weeks prior to
going to Face-to Face in Atlanta. I also
remembered that Elk Rapids First had sounded
like what I was looking for in a church. However,
I had not given further thought to the position,
since interim work wasn’t what I wanted. Gather
that. “It wasn’t what “I” wanted.” As time
elapsed after my brief meeting with Harry,
meditating one morning, that still-quiet-voice
said to me, “Since when did you go into the
ministry just to get what you wanted, Hal?” And
then those words from my Scottish Spiritual
Advisors in Seminary resounded deep within my
soul, “Trust in the process, Hal.”

To me the process that began in Atlanta became
more unique than it had when I first read the
CIF. I began to see how God was beginning to
move me. Just as it is with all of God'’s disciples,
we have to trust the process as we are all now
engaged together to further the wonderful
ministry of Elk Rapids First Presbyterian Church.
God used what I was familiar with—a dentist to
help lead me in the direction God was calling me
to go. God enabled the call process to begin
down South and echo all the way up North.

The “call process” in our denomination is special.
This story uniquely allows us to review our calls
together as God’s servant people. We are to
discern how in our story, God calls us into the
vineyard as harvesters. As Northern Michigan is
evolving into a wonderful resource for the wine
industry because of the grapes harvested here,
so too are we the ones God questions with that
still-quiet-voice, “Whom shall I send?” Our
response should always be, “Here am I Lord,
send me.”

Reflect for a moment after reading this
newsletter upon your “call story”, and how God
has used you to be who you are today. Or if
some of us haven't considered the call God has
possibly initiated in this article, sit and reflect,
then Pray, Work, Wait and Watch! Our God is an
awesome God and always faithful. 1 hope to see
all of you in worship. As you reach out to others
in your life, remember to, invite a friend, be a
friend, and bring a friend to Christ.

In Christ’s Service,

Pastor Hal Shafer
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MESSAGE FROM OUR
ASSOCIATE PASTOR
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Dear Friends,

Have you ever thought about being part of a
small group but have never quite gotten around
joining a group? Here is your opportunity. The
small group coordinators - Jennifer Haskell, Judy
Matchett, and Pastor Sandy - will be signing up
people for small groups in our congregation.

I believe that small groups are so important for
us as individual Christians and as the church. A
small group is a group of 6-12 people who meet
on a regular basis to study the Bible, to pray, to
support one another and to work together to do
ministry.

I believe that small groups are vital parts of
helping people find fellowship and healing. One
of the things I like best about being in a small
group is that you can pray for one another’s
hurts and cares. We all have hurting places in
our lives or we have family members or friends
that we have great concern for and knowing that
we have a small group praying for us or our
loved ones is very comforting.

In Mark 2: 1-12 and in Luke 5: 17-26, we hear
the story of a small group of men who took their
paralyzed friend to Jesus. I believe we can find
seven characteristics of a small group that God
uses to bring healing in this story.

1. The small group had compassion. This
man was healed because his friends (his
small group) cared. Everything that we
do must flow out of love.

2. The small group had faith. These four
men believed that God would heal their
friend. Take a look at Luke 5:20, “When
he saw their faith, he said, ‘Friend your
sins are forgiven you.” It was not the
paralytic’s faith that healed him, but the
faith of his friends. Sometimes people are
so paralyzed by their problems that they
need others to pray for them.

3. The small group was pro-active. They
intervened for their friend. They didn’t

just pray for their friend; they took action
as well.

4. They were persistent. The small group
didn’t let difficulties discourage them. It
didn’t matter that crowds were between
them and Jesus; they found a way to get
their friend to Jesus.

5. They were innovative. These friends dared
to try something different. I don’t know
about you, but I think it is pretty
innovative to tear up a roof to get your
friend to Jesus.

6. They cooperated with one another. This
was a job where it took a team to work
together to get the man to Jesus. They
had to cooperate with one another. It was
too big a job for one person. They needed
each other to lower the paralytic to Jesus.

7. They made a sacrifice. As you read this
story in Mark and Luke, you may have
wondered who paid for the roof repairs. I
think the friends did. They wouldn’t just
tear up the roof and leave it there for
someone else to fix. There is always a
cost to bring people to Christ. The cost
may be time, money, or energy, but there
is a cost.

Our small groups pray for one another and they
care for one another. If you have not joined a
small group, now is the time. Sign up on
September 27, or call Jennifer Haskell (599-
2946), Judy Matchett (264-6377) or Pastor
Sandy (264-8167) and we will help you to find
the small group that is just right for you.

Shalom,

Pastor Sandy

CALLING ALL COLLEGE STUDENTS

The Nurture Ministry Team will soon begin
preparing “we miss you” packets to send to our
college students. Packets will include food gift
cards, personal notes, church bulletins, etc. We
want our young members to know that we are
thinking of them. If you are a parent of a college
student, whether attending away or at home,
please call the church office with their name and
address. The team is targeting Thanksgiving for
these mailings.



NEWS FROM THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRY TEAM

MEETING MY NEEDS

I had a ‘ministry changing experience’ this summer. It
was not dramatic. It didn’t happen in the middle of a
great crisis. It occurred while I was outside reading in
the sunshine. The book was entitled “Volunteers That
Stick”, by Jim Wideman. Why I was reading a book by
this title should not be surprising to anyone. As a
Ministry Team Leader, finding volunteers is one of our
largest challenges. It seems ongoing and at times
hopeless. We have wonderful programs and ideas we
want to implement, but we need People Power to help
bring these ideas and programs to life.

My ‘ministry changing moment’ came in reading
Philippians 4:19 which says, "My God will meet all your
needs according to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”
I know, as does the author, that God is our provider
and our strength. However, I sometimes forget that
He will meet all of our Ministry needs, including
volunteers.

Now pay attention, this is where it gets really good.
Recruiting enough volunteers is not about me finding
and training enough people to fill the jobs our Ministry
Team has open. It's about God calling faithful people
into the ministry. That’s His job! My job is to help
remove the obstacles, so they can enter into the
ministry successfully and serve to God’s glory. I can
trust God to meet my needs, and the needs of my
Ministry. WOW!

I know this...but sometimes I get busy and forget that
I know this. It was like being hit by a ton of bricks.
The peace 1 felt the moment I read this part of the
book was incredible.

The author went on to encourage me by reminding me
that I could “beat on the volunteer drum until my
fingers fall off trying to recruit help, but until God
speaks to these people’s hearts I am just a nuisance
that gets ignored.” What I needed to do is pray for
these people.

My first job was to find support to pray for CE’s specific
needs. Four lovely ladies stepped forward and became
our Pray Warrior Team. LeRue Werner, Diane Wagner,
Nancy Muhlig, and Vi Patchen. Once this team was in
place exciting things began happening.

For our fall programming we need teachers and
helpers. Christian Education wanted them to be the
people God wanted, so we waited, and we waited and
we waited. Patience is not one of my strengths. I
never worried, I just prayed and so did our Prayer
Warriors. Three weeks before Sunday School was to
begin there was still no team of teachers for our first -
third grade class. Then one, two, three, and four
wonderful individuals stepped up and said, “I will
help!” God brought a team together. I believe they

will do a wonderful job along with our other committed
teachers. Please, if you see them on Sunday morning,
thank and encourage them.

Our teachers are:

e Gloria Wheeler teaching our four year old and
kindergartner class, along with help and support
from Gary Fangboner, Marcia Hickey, and Madeline
Mandby.

e Our first - third grade team is Amy Schindler, Nikii
Brown, Judith Wonacott and Judy Matchett, with
help and “fill in” by Janeen Noecker and Louise
Pond.

e The fourth and fifth grade class will be lead by
Abbie Mandeville with help and support from Liz
Hinkely.

e The opening music piece of our children’s Sunday
School will be taught by Betty Tezak.

e Gary Bekkering will being teaching sixth - twelfth
grade class at the LightShack, with help and
support from Lindsay Martin.

We are so grateful to have this wonderful group ready
and excited to work with our children. All grade levels
could still use a few more helpers (there are no lessons
to plan for this position)

Christian Education is also blessed with some
wonderful new assistance behind the scenes.

e Jean Schurch will be taking care of the Postcard
Ministry

e Barb Cole will be organizing our Poster Ministry.

e Barb Johnson has offered to take comments and
ideas for our Christian Education Ministry Team.
Please feel free to contact her at 264-9529,

Continue to check the bulletin for other ways that you
can support Christian Education.
We're still looking for:

e A shopper who will gather items as they become
needed for our teachers and nursery.

¢ A Christmas Program Assistant for our Children’s
Christmas program on December 6.

Please contact Barb Johnson at 264-9529 or Pam at
pbekkering@hotmail.com if you can help with anyone

of these wonderful ministries.

It has been amazing to watch God work. I am so
proud to be a part of a church family that is so giving
of their time and talents. God is performing miracles
here every day!

Pam Bekkering
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Lighthouse Youth Info

New Location

109 Bridge St.
(The former Radio Shack)

We are calling it the
‘LightShack’

MIDDLE SCHOOL
GRADES 6 - 8

What a great kick-off we had on Sunday,
September 13. I am not sure who had more fun
at pillo polo, b-ball and sword fighting...the
leaders, parents or the kids. A big thank you
goes to Jill Donberg, Stephanie Orschel and
Megan Zell for being this year’s leaders. This
month we will be having our Halloween party,
corn maze trip and scavenger hunt. We will
continue to look at our winter retreat options and
prepare for the grand re-opening of the
Lighthouse.

Confirmation Classes are beginning this month.
It's not too late to sign up.

HIGH SCHOOL
GRADES 9 -12

Youth Group started Sunday, September 13, with
a lot of activity. I am not sure who won the pillo
polo game or the b-ball game, but the parents
were very strong in the sword fight. A big thank
you to Anne Steege, Melissa and David West and
Courtney and Bo Reinhardt for being this year’s
leaders. We have our annual Halloween party,
corn maze trip and scavenger hunts planned for
this month. We will be planning for the grand re-
opening of the Lighthouse, our winter retreats
and the 2010 summer mission trip.

College

We are praying for you. Watch your mail boxes
for a special surprise from the youth group.

WHAT’'S COMING UP IN
NOVEMBER...

Rake-'n-Run
Operation Shoebox Kick-Off
Move into the New Lighthouse

How to Get in Touch with Gary
Church 264-8167, Home 264-5702, Cell 313-1448

E-mail: garybgaryb@hotmail.com
www.erfpc.org

New Lighthouse!

Lighthouse construction is moving along quickly.
Interior painting is almost done and we hope that
by the end of October construction will be done.
November will allow us to finish the flooring and
start moving everything back in. Look for our
Grand Re-Opening on December 5. If you have
not had the chance to check out the new
Lighthouse, contact me and I will give you a tour!

SUNDAY SCHOOL

We started on Sunday, September 20. We have
some great studies that we will be going through
and we are planning our next youth service. We
meet at the LightShack from 9:55-10:55.
Transportation will be provided from the church.
The bus will leave at 9:45 and return by 11:00.

Breakfast Club

Join us for food, fun and devotions, all on
Wednesday mornings at the LightShack. What a
way to get a boost so you can make it the rest of
the week. Doors open at 6:30 and you will be to
school by 7:30. A special thank you to Ken May,
Dave Bellingham, and Pete Eckardt for helping on
Wednesday mornings and anytime I need a cook.
You guys did a great job grilling the burgers and
dogs on Youth Group Kick-Off Night.

PARENTS

Thank you to those of you who participated in the
Youth Group Kick-Off Night. I hope to have a
couple more parent nights. As we progress into
the new school year, I would like to hear from
you if you have a comment, concern or question
about what we do. I am always open to how I
can help you as a “family unit” through a topic
you would like discussed or a home visit.
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“Faithful Servant” Series

Pegqy Bushnell

Our church is filled with an army of marching 'faith
servants,” doing God’s work in their own unique ways.

She is very unassuming. When asked to be
interviewed for this article, Peggy Bushnell named
several others who serve on the Outreach Ministry
Team she felt should be asked first.

Peggy joined the National Committee of the
Outreach Ministry Team shortly after joining the
church in 2002. Henry Schantz ‘drafted’ Peggy and
Bill, her late husband of 43 years, to replace him on
Outreach. National and International recipients
receive 25% each of the Outreach funds that are
designated each year. Fifty percent of their fund is
given to local concerns.

Because children are important to this former
preschool teacher, mother of a two and
grandmother of four, Peggy helped identify Eagle
Village as a recipient of monies from the Outreach
Fund. Eagle Village is a residential home and school
for abused, neglected or delinquent children, ages
8-18.

A recent project at Eagle Village, located in Hersey,
MI, provided the older girls with fancy dresses, a
make-over and a photo-shoot so they could have a
prom experience in style.

Peggy is responsible for the display case at the
entrance to Fellowship Hall. She and Bill raised
money to buy the supplies to make it by selling
firewood. Harry Widman was commissioned to build
the lighted display case. Peggy changes the display
about once a month, generally featuring the
recipient of the loose change offerings.

The Outreach team logo is Peggy’s design. For the
upcoming Mission Fair on October 25, Peggy will be
working with Jane Hawkins to design appreciation
cards. Instead of purchasing a gift for a friend,
money can be donated to one of the many missions
designated by the Outreach Team. When you
purchase a card, the card is then sent in lieu of a
gift.

This humble servant prefers serving behind the
scenes. Whether it is cleaning cabins at Presbytery
Point, decorating the church or planning the display
case, the fruit of her gifts is very apparent. Peggy
Bushnell is doing God’s work in her own unique
way.

SHARING

Wayne and I have just returned from Budapest,
Hungary with our five-year old grandson. His parents,
our son and daughter-in-law, are there adopting a
two-year old boy. Spending a great deal of time in a
small apartment with the two little boys, I had some
insights about stewardship.

Krisztian, who has been in the orphanage since birth,
comforts himself by rocking back and forth in his crib.
As a parent and grandmother, I wanted to pick him up
and comfort him. There were too many children in the
orphanage to be held and rocked that Krisztian didn’t
even know this as a possibility. Similarly, how many
of us try to comfort ourselves with food, work, drugs
or alcohol instead of surrendering ourselves to the care
of our loving heavenly father? Also, there are many
people who do not know the comfort of a relationship
with Jesus Christ. Our purpose as Christians is to
share the Good News with them.

I noticed, too, that while eating Krisztian held food in
both hands. Probably in the orphanage he was used to
others taking food away from him and closely guarded
his share. His new parents had an almost unlimited
supply of attractive food ready for him whenever he
requested it. But holding something in both hands
limited him from receiving more. As adults how often
do we hoard our resources uncertain of what is in our
future, perhaps afraid that someone will take it away
from us? Like Krisztian, we have a heavenly father
anxious to give us more if we could free ourselves
enough to reach out and accept it.

Five-year old Noah experienced sharing, up close and
personal for the first time. He’s been in pre-school and
played with neighborhood children, but this was the
first time he had to share his mom with someone else.
His parents are doing a good job explaining about
sharing and trading toys but his discomfort was
evident. Children and adults have a difficult time
realizing that parental love, and especially God’s love,
is big enough for everyone. As children we learn the
importance of sharing, but that lesson is soon
forgotten when we become self-sufficient.

October 4, is Dedication Sunday when you will be
asked to determine your pledge for 2010 and dedicate
it in the worship service to the glory of God. 1In
addition to your faith card, please fill out the enclosed
Adult Volunteer Ministry Opportunities form and bring
it to the Dedication Service. 1 would ask you to
remember the sharing lessons from your childhood. If
you have much, share much and if you have only a
little, still strive to share, even if it is just a little.
Consider all your resources — your financial gift as well
as the gift of your time - and dedicate them to God'’s
work at this time and in this place. Our ministry as
members of First Presbyterian Church is dependent
upon your generous support.

Pam Shuler
Stewardship Ministry Team



GOD IS ALWAYS THERE FOR YOU

Never Doubt His Love
Always Trust In Him

How do you begin to say “"Thank You” to an entire
congregation, a town, and a state? Make that two
congregations, several towns, and two states, of
people that offered up prayers on your behalf?

I was recently on vacation with my husband in
South Carolina visiting friends and taking care of a
business meeting, when my Crohn’s disease sent
me to the hospital. I was admitted after 12 hours
in the emergency room. I was told that I had a
complete bowel obstruction and that it could
become life threatening. For that reason I was not
going to be able to come home until it was resolved.
When the news was delivered I had a bit of a panic
attack. I asked the nurse where the hospital chapel
was. She let me leave the E.R. to go to the chapel.
My husband pushed me by wheelchair and off we
went. After a few minutes of complete quiet and
prayers for God to help me and keep me safe, I
began to relax and was able to go back to the
emergency room and face whatever treatments I
would need. As I turned myself over to God’s care,
I knew that no matter what I had to face, I could do
it. I was not in this battle alone.

So many people at home and also in South Carolina
started praying for me, people that don't even know
me. I was in serious trouble and I know that my
outcome might well have had been very different
without all the prayers and my faith that God would
be right there watching over me, giving me
strength.

There were several very positive things that came
out of what some would say was a very negative
experience. “Life is what happens while you are
making other plans.” 1 feel very blessed to have
had this happen. It is my prayer that this event
helps me to deal with my disease in a positive way
and to maybe help someone else.

Every day I grow and continue to learn more about
God. To trust that in everything, He is always with
me. I know that as long as I love and trust in God,
everything will be as He has planned. I am not
always sure why or where God is leading me. I try
to do the best I can every day and pray that God
will show me the way. Through God, all things are
possible.

Thank you to all who lifted me up in prayer. It
meant so much to me. My prayers were answered.
There is no cure for Crohn’s disease, but I am
learning to live with it. The doctors, with God’s

help, were able to resolve my complete obstruction
without surgery. I was able to return home, the
way I went to S.C., on the motorcycle with my
husband.

Prayer is the most powerful thing that we can do for
someone. I am so very grateful to you all. Thank
you.

Sincerely,
Kathy White

STEPHEN MINISTERS:
THE AFTER PEOPLE

People often ask, “What exactly is a Stephen
Minister?” One way to put it is that Stephen
Ministers are the After People.

Stephen Ministers are there. ..
. . . after the phone call you hoped you’d never get.

. after the divorce papers are served and the
bottom falls out of your life.

. after the funeral, when everyone has left and
the emotions you’ve held at bay come crashing in
on you.

. after the doctor says, “I'm sorry, but there’s
nothing more we can do.”

. after the nursing home director shakes your
hand and says, “Welcome to your new home.”

. . after the last child honks the horn, waves, and
drives away—and the house suddenly seems empty.

. . after the gavel goes down, the handcuffs go on,
and your loved one is led away.

. . after the baby arrives, demanding more of you
than you ever dreamed possible.

. . after you find a pink slip with your final
paycheck.

. after your family and friends have heard your
story one too many times, but you still need to talk
it out.

Stephen Ministers are the “After People.” They are
ready to come alongside you—or vyour friends,
neighbors, coworkers, or relatives—and provide
comfort and support for as long after as needed.

For help or more information, contact Pastor Hal or
Pastor Sandy at 264-8167 or our Stephen Leader
Referrals Coordinator, Sue Johnson at 264-6994.



OUTREACH MISSION SUNDAY
OCTOBER 25, 2009

Our speaker at both services on Mission Sunday this
year will be Jim Rowlett, co-chair of the Grand
Traverse Bay Poverty Reduction Initiative. Jim has
been with the Initiative coalition since its inception
five years ago, and he will be telling us about two
successful programs: the Navigator and Family
Partnership programs which have worked, and are
working, to help individuals and families exit
poverty.

Also on Mission Sunday, Outreach Ministry Team
will inaugurate a gift card program that will provide
cards to individuals who make a donation to the
Outreach missions listed below. These cards can
then be sent in lieu of, or in addition to, material
gifts and will include envelopes, a picture of First
Presbyterian Church on the front, and the following
wording inside:

A gift has been sent in your honor to
(name of mission) ,

an outreach of First Presbyterian Church
of Elk Rapids, Michigan.

May this gift bring you joy as it brings hope
and the love of God to those in need.

Gift cards will be available between and after
services on October 25, November 1, and November
8. Checks should be made out to the chosen
mission. A minimum donation of $5.00 is preferred.

The following missions will be represented on
Mission Sunday:

Acme Christian Thrift Store and Food Pantry
(ACTS) provides affordable clothing, household
items and food to those in need in Grand Traverse,
Kalkaska and Antrim counties. The store and food
pantry are staffed with all volunteer help.

Antrim County Commission on Aging provides
meals to local sites such as the Elk Rapids Senior
Center as well as Meals on Wheels. Personal care,
respite care, homemaker services, and home chore
services are provided to help seniors stay in their
own home. The Commission also provides activities
for seniors such as dances and exercise sessions to
help keep seniors active. Wheelchairs, bath chairs,
etc. can be borrowed.

Eagle Village is a campus of residential houses, a
school, a chapel, and treatment centers for children
7 through 18 years of age who have been abused,
neglected or delinquent. Eagle Village serves
children by keeping them safe, helping them
develop loving and healthy relationships, and

teaching them character and leadership skills. The
Lighthouse Chapel, to which our church
contributions are sent, provides a soothing
sanctuary where the children journey towards
finding a personal faith and a God who loves them
in spite of their shortcomings or painful history.

Good Samaritan Family Services is an all
volunteer Christian based ministry located in
Ellsworth, Michigan. The purpose of the agency is
“to serve the Lord by reaching out to those in
need.” The Good Sam Pantry and Resale Shop
provide food and clothing for hundreds of families
each month as well as heating fuel and home
winterization support. The Moms and Tots Center
offers counseling, parenting classes, equipment loan
closet, and socialization opportunities for young
mothers.

Traverse Health Clinic, located in Traverse City,
serves uninsured adults and touches the lives of an
average 2,300 people in need each month. The
nurses, doctors, and office staff donate their time.
Optometrists donate vision exams and a volunteer
dentist performs initial oral exams on-site then
refers the patient to a community dentist to receive
the work. There is also a medication access
program.

The current economic situation increases the need
for the clinic’s services and nearly 90% of people
who come to the Clinic have one or more chronic
illnesses. Without the Clinic’s services, these people
would end up in the emergency room. However,
this is not a walk-in clinic and patients need to
make appointments.

Additionally, Beadforlife will display colorful
necklaces and bracelets that will be available for
purchase with prices ranging from $5 to $30.
Beadforlife is an all volunteer program which helps
poverty stricken Ugandan women earn money to
help support over 3,000 people. Income generated
provides not only food, medicine, and school fees
for families, but also supports programs that help
the women overcome extreme poverty with a focus
on business training, health, and housing.

We look forward to greeting you and sharing coffee
and refreshments at Coffee Central after both
services on October 25 - our 2009 Mission Sunday!



A HUGE THANK YOU

Thank you to the following persons/group who so
willingly served on the Coffee Central Ministry from
May through October.

If you've never taken the opportunity to do Coffee
Central, please sign up on the green chart (next to the
giant coffee maker) in the Fellowship Hall. Let’s see if
we can get November through April dates filled in
quickly. It is a lot of fun, donuts are paid for by the
Deacons, directions for making coffee are posted in the
kitchen and there is always someone around who will
give you a hand if you need help.

Again, thank you

Bremer, Bob & Pirkko
Butler, Lloyd & Vasseliou, Hilda
Briggs, Karen & Pam
Cameron. Bob & Maxine
Ferguson, Jerry & June
Frey, Norm & Mary Anne
Jackson, Hal & Carol
May, Jim & Phyllis
Moore, John & Kathy
Mottern, Jim & Loraine
Nichols, Nels & Lynda

Nurture Ministry Team
Women’s Association
Price, Moon

Interim Search Committee
Stephen Ministry

Teague, Les & Joanne
Wagner, Dale & Diane
Werner, John & LeRue
West, John & Marilyn
White, Doug & Kathy

WILL YOU BE A VOLUNTEER?

Munson Hospice and Palliative Care, an important
component of care for the last 30 years in the Northern
Michigan area, is accepting applications for volunteers.

Volunteers are needed for respite care in the patient’s
home, extended care facility, or adult foster care
residence in Antrim, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, and
many other areas.

Volunteers may choose to offer their services at
Munson Hospice House in Traverse City for a four or
eight hour shift between 7 a.m. and 11 p.m. Help is
especially needed on weekends and evenings. Couples
are encouraged to consider this volunteer opportunity.
Volunteers may choose their level for involvement at
Hospice House and are trained accordingly.

All volunteers are trained through an independent self-
study course in addition to a training class with other
new volunteers.

Volunteer applicants must be at least 18 years of age,
available for an interview prior to training, and willing
to make a time commitment.

For more information please contact Judy Goodrich,
Munson Hospice and Palliative Care Volunteer
Supervisor, at 231-935-8485.
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COMMUNITY CASH PROGRAM
Begins for 2009-10

Please save your receipts from Village Market and the
Village Gas Station. Please also have your gas receipt
stamped.

Elk Rapids Community Cupboard has reported they
placed second in the 2008-2009 Community Cash
Program. They received $4,950.58. Many thanks
for all of your donations of food, money, receipts,
Spartan bar codes and prayers of support.

PRESBYTERY POINT FALL WORK CAMP
OCTOBER 5-11, 2009

We are looking for volunteers to be part of the team to
repair, clean and get the camp ready for the winter
months. If you have a special project that you would
like to oversee, please let the camp know.
Registration forms are available on the bulletin board
in the Fellowship Hall or call Angie at Presbytery Point,
(906) 869-0925.

FLOWERS FOR OUR SANCTUARY

Would you like to remember a loved one or honor a
special occasion with flowers placed in the church?
The flower chart is located in the narthex next to the
mailboxes. Elk Lake Floral and Twisted Fish can
deliver arrangements to the church on Saturdays.

Flowers also can be self arranged and from vyour
garden. It is up to the donor to make the contacts.
Arrangements not taken home by Tuesday are then
distributed to our shut-ins by the Deacons.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

Prayer shawl knitters are invited to knit in the library
on the fourth Sunday of the month during the 10 a.m.
service. Shawl kits will be available for purchase ($9
and $12) or bring the one you are working on. The
receivers of these beautiful shawls will know that they
are wrapping themselves in prayers and love.

Dip You KNOw?

. « » Stephen Ministers have logged 215 hours working
with their Care Receivers in the last six months.

. -« The Worship Ministry Team handed out 400 bottles
of FPC labeled water on Wednesday evenings at River
Street in August.

. « » Pastor Hal and Tici have two black labs, Sampson
and Jasmine.

. « « We need more entries for this new column each
month!




SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM AUGUST 26, 2009

Rev. Sandra Murray was on vacation. Rev. Becky
Chamberlain, of The Presbyterian Church of
Traverse City acted as moderator for this stated
Session meeting. Rev. Chamberlain called the
Session meeting to order on August 26, 2009 at 7
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. A quorum was present
and the meeting opened with prayer by Rev. Becky
Chamberlain. Roll was called.

Guest: Trustee, Dick Schurch, Trustee Loyal Cobb.
New Trustees orientation program includes
attending Session meetings.

The minutes of July 22, 2009, Session meeting were
approved as corrected.

Presentation and Examination of Elder Elect

Betty Tezak.

e A motion carried to approve September 13,
2009 at the 10 a.m. service for the ordination
and installation of Elder Elect Betty Tezak.

Treasurer Report received:
e A motion carried to accept the Treasurer’s
report.

The Board of Trustees: Report received.
e Discussion of 2010 General Budget took place.

Building Committee: Report received.

e A motion carried to authorize the President of
the Trustees, Jim Nothoff, to sign a Letter of
Intent between Lakewood Construction and the
Church for coordination and construction
services associated with the church office.

Director of Operations: Report received.
Clerk of Session: No report

Associate Pastor:

Murray was received.

e A motion carried to remove the name of Louis
M. Kube on the date of his death August 5,
20009.

The activity report of Rev.

Christian Education Ministry Team:

received.

e By consent agenda, a motion carried to approve
the purchase of the Student Life curriculum with
the Youth Sunday School program. Student Life
will be used in grades 6-12 during Sunday
School. Curriculum was approved by the Youth
Ministry Team.

Report

e By consent agenda, a motion carried to
purchase “Have a New Kid by Friday” by Dr.
Kevin Leman for the Parenting Class this fall.
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Communication Ministry Team: Report received.
e A motion carried to approve the testing of
sending our church newsletter electronically.

e A motion carried to send a letter of
commendation to the CMT for the work they
have accomplished.

Fellowship Ministry Team: Verbal report.
e A successful and well received historical tour of
Elk Rapids took place.

Nurture Ministry Team: No report.
Stewardship Ministry Team: Report received.

Outreach Ministry Team: Report received.

e By consent agenda, a motion carried to approve
to allow the congregation opportunities to
donate to selected agencies which serve the
needy as a gift honoring whomever the giver
chooses. Commemorative cards will be offered
on Mission Sunday, October 25, and also
November 1, and November 8.

e By consent agenda, a motion carried to approve
the sale of bead necklaces/bracelets made by
Ugandan women in order to help them
overcome poverty and become self-sufficient.

Beads will be offered for sale on Mission
Sunday, and also on November 1, and
November 8.

e A motion carried to approve the use of the
Fellowship Hall and the Narthex on October 25,
Mission Sunday, and also November 1, and
November 8.

Youth Ministries: Report received.

e By consent agenda, a motion carried to approve
2009 fund raising events: Second Sunday
lunches for October, November and December
and Christmas wreaths in November.

2009 Nomination Ministry Team: Verbal report
with discussion of how nominations are proceeding.

Personnel Ministry Team: Report received.
Worship Ministry Team: Report received.

Approval of Reports: A motion carried to approve
all reports, less the Treasurer report.

Adjournment: The meeting closed with prayer by
Rev. Chamberlain at 9:38 pm.




E Worship Services 8:30 & 10

HIGHLIGHTS IN NOVEMBER

Daylight Savings Time End
Community Choir Rehearsal

Blood Drive

Youth Fundraiser Luncheon

Elder, Deacon & Trustee Training
December Newsletter Articles Due
Thanksgiving Day — Office Closed

Day After Thanksgiving — Office Closed

Sunday, November 1

Sundays, November 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Monday, November 2

Sunday, November 8

Sunday, November 8

Monday, November 9

Thursday, November 26

Friday, November 27

4 -5:30 p.m.
1-7 p.m.
11:15a.m.
11:15a.m.
Noon

The Mission Statement of First Presbyterian Church
SHARING, GROWING, AND LIVING OUR FAITH IN CHRIST

This we seek to accomplish by
Introducing Jesus Christ to those who do not know Him;
Deepening the faith and commitment of those who already know Him;
And demonstrating Christ’s way of love in service to the world.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
404 SPRUCE STREET
ELK RAPIDS, MI 49629

Non-Profit STD Rate
U.S. Postage Paid
Elk Rapids, MI 49629

Permit No. 52

NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER ITEM DEADLINE - October 12, 2009
Website — www.erfpc.org
Church Email - info@erfpc.org
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OCTOBER 2009 CURRENTS

10/01
10/02

10/03
10/04
10/05
10/07

10/08
10/09
10/11
10/13
10/14
10/16
10/17
10/18
10/19
10/20
10/22

10/23
10/24
10/25
10/27
10/28
10/29
10/30

10/31

10/04
10/11
10/18
10/25

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Betty Tezak

Regenia May, Steven Rybarsyk
Susan Wiltse

Jim Lagowski, Anita Larson, Jane Weis
Brian Jupin, Irene Smith

Dick Claar, Bob Doezema
Travis Marks, Robert Orschel
Dan Sinclair

Curt Harfst, Elinor Herrmann
Ella Croftchik

Marisa Patterson, Wayne Shuler
Judy Matchett

Grant Gilreath, Jeff Wonacott
Linda Monroe

Catlin Orschel

Sue Flowers, Carson Peterson
Judy Husby, Bruce Lirones

Les Teague

Lynda Nichols, Carol Sinclair
David White

Karen Conrad, Ken Cook

Ray Banwell, Doug Dodge

Paul Heeke

Jerry Jupin

Jordan Jelinek

Thomas Cole

Mark Hoch, Earl Morrison
Brittany Peterson

Mitchell Hawthorne, David Lake

FLOWERS

Schuler
Heeke

Moulds
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

10/01 Gary and Pam Bekkering
Thomas and Barbara Cole
10/02 Jerry and Robin Jupin
10/04 Ralph and Iora Hunt
Chris and Sarina White
10/05 Greg and Jane Croftchik
Davin and Katheryn Little
10/06 Adam and Chris Schuler
10/15 William and Marge Telford
10/18 James and Kathleen Ducharme
10/19 Robert and Helen Brugger
Lynn and Jeanne Marshall
10/27 Randy and Amy Russell
10/28 Tony and Carrie Jelinek
Jason Stites and Amy Clarkson-Stites

WEDDING

8/29  Christopher Grammer & Ann Thayer
IN MEMORIAM

Died Funeral/Memorial/Graveside
Service

6/14 9/28 Edward Flewelling

PRAYER SUPPORT

PLEASE REMEMBER OUR SHUT-IN FRIENDS:

Edie Crider, Louise Engstrom, Helen Gibbs, Elinor
Herrmann, Doris Harrison, Earl Morrison, Vern
Oxender, Cecil & Irene Smith and Richard &
Eunice Winters.

TO START THE PRAYER LINE - PLEASE CALL
Deacon Mark Haskell - 599-2946



After prayerful consideration
| acknowledge my commitment
to share in the Volunteer Ministries of
First Presbyterian Church by serving
as indicated on the reverse side.

Signature:

Name:

Address:

Telephone:

Email:

First Presbyterian Church
of Elk Rapids

404 Spruce Street
Elk Rapids, Michigan 49629
231-264-8167

Email: info@erfpc.org
Website: www.erfpc.org

Senior Interim Pastor
The Rev. Harold Shafer

Associate Pastor
The Rev. Sandra Murray

Director of Youth Ministries
Gary Bekkering

Director of Christian Education
Pam Bekkering

Director of Operations
Wayne Shuler

Music Director
Cheryl Knight

Administrative Assistant
Sandy Lake
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QOaring Sn
CMunistry

SHARING,
GROWIN G,
AND LIVING

OUR FAITH IN
CHRIST

Volunteer Ministry
Opportunities

“Each one should use whatever gift he has received
to serve others, faithfully administering God’s
grace in its various forms. If anyone serves, he
should do it with the strength God provides, so
that in all things God may be praised through
Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory and the power
Sfor ever and ever. Amen.” I Peter 4:10 and 116


mailto:info@erfpc.org

ADULT VOLUNTEER MINISTRY
OPPORTUNITIES

BOARD OF DEACONS

For more information, please contact
one of the Pastors.

Interest in becoming a Deacon

m BOARD OF TRUSTEES

For more information, please contact
one of the Pastors.
___Interest in becoming a Trustee

___Building & Grounds ___Insurance
___Investments ___Finance/Audit

| CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRY

COMMUNICATIONS MINISTRY TEAM

___ Coffee Central worker

The Communications Ministry Team
develops implements and manages a
multi-faceted communication ministry,
internally to the congregation and
externally to the community.

NURTURE MINISTRY TEAM

The Christian Education Ministry
Team works with the Christian
Education Director to use our
resources to educate and impact
individuals and families to develop
their personal relationships with God
while strengthening our community of
faith.

Contact: Mona Nelson 938-9816 or
arnpolar@chartermi.net

___ Christian Education Ministry Team member
___Sunday School Teacher

~__ Children’”s Church
___Nursery attendant _ 830 ___10:.00
___Nursery maintenance

__VBS __ teacher __ helper

___ Child care for special events

___ Library team

___Adult Sunday School Class ____teacher

__Substitute for above ministries

The Nurture Ministry Team is
Christians supporting and serving
others with love and care.

Contact: Joanne Teague ° 264-6162

Contact: Pam Shuler ° 599-2480 or or jtitermi@sbcglobal.net
northexpo@torchlake.com ___ Nurture Ministry Team member
__ Communications Team member — Small group ”_Ieader — participant
___ Graphic designer ___ Web designer — Prayer chain minis try
___ Write articles for paper/newsletter — Prayer Sha.W'. ministry
___Create bulletin boards — Stephen _Mmlster
___ Proof reader — F(.)Od de"VeW. -
__Sick or Shut-in visitor
m OUTREACH MINISTRY TEAM New member mentor
The Outreach Ministry Team serves ___ Parish nurse
. : ___ Care team Meals Transportation
God by helping those in need. " Me rBiblesStudy group
Contact: Barb Cole ° 264-5565 or OFFICE SUPPORT
thcole@charter.net Contact. Wayne Shuler 599-2480 or
___Core Team __Local Team info@erfpc.org
— National Team — International Team General office assistance Bulletin assembly
— Opportunities to help those in need _ Newsletter assembly _ Answering the phone
FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY TEAM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

The Fellowship Ministry Team plans
and provides activities/opportunities for
people of all ages to get to know
one another better and grow in

s U Rfiewbhi® "' V)

Contact: Sarah Miller -264-8636 or
sarah@thinkbold.com

___Fellowship Ministry Team member
___Cookie baker ___Make nametags
___ Table decorations

___Coffee Central Team
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Contact: Jennifer Haskell ° 599-2946
or torchmj@torchlake.com

___ Presbyterian Women

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY TEAM

The Stewardship Ministry Team
educates and encourages members of
the congregation to be generous
givers of their time, talent and
financial resources.

Contact: Dale Wagner -599-2334 or
dwagner@torchlake.com



mailto:arnpolar@chartermi.net
mailto:northexpo@torchlake.com
mailto:tbcole@charter.net
mailto:sarah@thinkbold.com
mailto:jtltermi@sbcglobal.net
mailto:torchmj@torchlake.com
mailto:dwagner@torchlake.com

__ Stewardship Team member

M

WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM

The Worship Ministry Team creates a
welcoming atmosphere in which we,
as a faith community, proclaim and

praise Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior through various forms  of
worship.

Contact: Nancy Muhlig ° 264-9434 or
nmuhlig@charter.net

___ Worship Ministry Team member
Usher 8:30 10:00 __ Greeter 8:30 10:00

: Ringer of church bell ___Scripture readers

___Instrumental music ___Pianist/Organist
___ Lighting/Sound system  ___ Welcome Center
Chi | drecteen’ s choir

:_Sing in Sanctuary Choir
__Seasonal church decorations

__ Weekend trip chaperone

___ Summer trip chaperone
___Subfor Jr. High Sunday School
___Subfor Sr. High Sunday School

SESSION

YOUTH MINISTRY TEAM

The Youth Ministry Team works with
the Youth Director to share the good
news of Jesus Christ with young
people; to encourage fellowship
among Christian youth; to encourage
young people to cel
presence in their lives; to help meet
the needs of young people by
sharing God-s | ove;
people to become active Christian
disciples.

Contact: Pete Eckhardt ° 322-2383 or
baldeagle@torchlake.com
___Youth Ministry Team member

____Middle School Youth group adult helpers
___Sr. High Youth group adult helpers

ebrate

For more information, please contact
one of the Pastors.

___Interest in becoming an Elder
___ Willing to serve on Nominations Ministry Team

God-s

prepare young
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