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WELCOME PASTOR HAL
AND MRS. SHAFERI!

Rev. Harold Shafer, the new Interim Senior
Pastor and Head of Staff, will deliver his first
sermon to the congregation and administer
Communion on Sunday, September 6.

Pastor Hal and his wife, Tici, are coming from
Erie, PA where he served as the Pastor of
Emmanuel Presbyterian Church for the past
seven years. He started his professional career
as a businessman. After a number of years,
Pastor Hal felt the call to the ministry. He then
entered the seminary and was ordained a
Presbyterian Minister in 2002.

individual and community lives. As the world
evolves, the Church should lead us as our moral
compass.

Pastor Hal and Tici have two children, a grown
son and daughter. They recently celebrated their
20" wedding anniversary. Tici loves to sing and
paint and is looking forward to being involved in
community activities.

We will welcome the Shafers to their new church
community at a potluck luncheon on Sunday,
September 6, at 11:15 a.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. Bring your favorite dish to pass. Lemonade

Pastor Hal views the Church as a place of
ministry and community. He believes the Word
of God should be the focus of the Church and our
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Potluck Lunch for the Shafers in Fellowship Hall
Labor Day-Office Closed
Stewardship Kickoff

Middle School Youth Kickoff

High School Youth Kickoff

October Newsletter Articles Due
Small Group Facilitator Training
Sunday School Kickoff

Prayer Shawl! Ministry [in Library]
Small Group Kickoff Event

Edward Flewelling Memorial Service
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and tableware will be provided. Let’s give Pastor
Hal and Tici a warm FPC welcome!
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Sunday, September 13 7 -9 p.m.
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PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

Here are the dates to put on your calendar for
the rest of 2009. Please note the
following activities.

Thursday, September 10, 7 p.m. at church
Jubilee: Luke Bible Study - Lessons 7 & 8.
The hostess will be Phyllis Staley.

Saturday, September 26, 5 - 7 p.m. at church
HARVEST DINNER!!!

Tickets: Adults $9
Children 5-11 $3
Children under 5 Free

Wednesday, October 7, at Meadowbrook
BIRTHDAY PARTY

Thursday, November 12, 7 p.m. at church
Jubilee: Luke Bible Study — Lesson 9.
Carol Sinclair will be our Hostess.

Thursday, December 3
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TEA

A GREAT BIG “THANK YOU"” goes out to all the
ladies that helped in any way with our
“Celebration of Presbyterian Women” Sunday,
August 16. It was a very special service! God
Bless You All!

We look forward to seeing you at any of our
meetings and activities. If you have questions,
please call Jennifer Haskell 599-2946.

WORSHIP TEAM REQUEST

Have you visited a church this summer other
than First Presbyterian? Are you planning to visit
another church this fall or winter? The Worship
Team would love to see bulletins from outside of
our community and is planning to display these in
the Fellowship Hall. It would give all of us an
opportunity to see ‘where in the world’ our
friends have been. Please leave any bulletins you
bring in Nancy Muhlig's mailbox. Have safe and
blessed adventures.
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MESSAGE FROM OUR
ASSOCIATE PASTOR

_/
Dear Friends,

Over the last few months, I have been thinking
about conflict and how it can divide us when we
really need to depend upon one another.

Have you ever found yourself on opposite sides
of an issue with a friend or family member? It
happens over and over again in our lives.

Sometimes it is possible to say that they just see
things differently. It is not right or wrong, just
different, but other times we feel so strongly that
we can’t do that. In fact, we find ourselves
thinking that the other person cannot be a
Christian if they think differently than we do.
Then we get ourselves in hot water because we
find ourselves judging someone else=s walk with
the Lord. The fact is we can find deeply
committed Christian brothers and sisters on
opposite sides of an issue. We can respond in
many different ways to this dilemma. We can
decide we don’t want to have any thing to do
with the other person or group. We can say they
aren’t Christians or they wouldn’t feel this way.
We can decide that we still love them and work
to reconcile with them. We can agree to
disagree.

The fact is, good Christian people are sometimes
going to disagree with one another. Even the
Book of Order recognizes that when it says in G-
1.305: “We also believe that there are truths and
forms with respect to which men of good
characters and principles may differ. And in all
these we think it the duty both of private
Christians and societies to exercise mutual
forbearance toward each other.”

As we work our way through this time of
transition, I ask God to help us to be patient and
loving with one another. Paul says in Ephesians
4: 2-3: “with all humility and gentleness, with
patience, bearing with one another in love,
making every effort to maintain the Spirit in the
bond of peace.”

Shalom,
Pastor Sandy

DONATIONS IN MEMORIAM

In recent months, the church has received generous
donations in memory of friends and loved ones.
Donations in the memory of Don Berg were directed
to the Endowment Fund. Donations in the memory
of Bill Gauthier were directed to the Building Fund.
These were made in recognition of their dedication
to our church and their belief that the future of the
church depends on preparing for the next
generation.

First Presbyterian Church is grateful for, and
encourages donations made in memoriam. Such
donations may be given to address current needs
identified by the church leadership or to the
church’s special funds or endowment fund to serve
the church in perpetuity. It is the desire of Session
that your generous, caring acts in memory of a
friend or loved one brings you God’'s comfort and
peace.

In order to maintain the focus of any gift to the
glory of God, we do not use any type of designation
including signs, imprints, engravings or other
communications to identify memorial gifts. The
acknowledgement of gifts and donations to the
church are noted in the Memorial Book in the
Narthex. If you have not taken the opportunity to
review the Memorial Book please take the
opportunity to do so.

You may contact me anytime to discuss an
anticipated gift you may be considering.

Wayne Shuler, Treasurer

WEBSITE IMPROVEMENTS

Webmaster Jim Ducharme saw the need for
continuing development of the website for First
Presbyterian Church. Using books, research and
experimentation, he expanded the features of the
website and continues to make improvements.
We applaud Jim for his enduring efforts to bring
this new use of technology to our church.

Visit the website at www.erfpc.org and see
weekly scripture readings, calendar of events,
including daily, weekly and monthly happenings,
Sunday Bulletins, Monthly Newsletters, Ministry
Teams, Christian Education, Lighthouse News,
Meet the Staff - - - the list goes on and on! You
can even see a photo of Pastor Hal and Tici.

Each month improvements are made. We thank
Jim for his tireless efforts on our behalf!
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NEWS FROM THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRY TEAM

A LITTLE FAITH

Recently I had to get into a car and drive 10
hours, all by myself. The ‘all by myself’ being the
key part in the whole deal. I had to help drive
my daughter to college. I had to help our family
move here five years ago. However, although I
might have been driving the car by myself, I had
been following my family in other vehicles. This
trip I was on my own. I was sure I couldn’t do it.

Several years ago I felt prompted to accept a
position in a new job, which I had never done
before. In this new job, I was required to put on
a yellow ball gown and run up the aisle of a
church and, fear of all fears, speak to a church
full of people. There was no way I could do this!

Throughout my life, bigger things presented
themselves. My first feelings were and still are of
doubt and misgivings. What in the world have I
gotten myself into? There was no possible way
that I can do these things! I must certainly have
lost my mind completely this time. I can’t be a
good mother. I can't move and live in an entirely
different state 21 hours away from home. I can't
go back to school. I just can't figure out this
problem or see any way of making things right. I
can‘t run a VBS program for 10 children let alone
100 children. The 'l can’t’” and the ‘no way’ are
very loud and clear in my head.

And of course, I can’t. There is no way I could
do anyone of these things, plus the million other
things that anyone of us has to tackle...an illness,
a loss, a frightening challenge or change.
However, I don't have to tackle anything on my
own. All the ‘I cant’s’ go away when I remember
to bring my Faith in God with me. What I can't
do, God can do! If I have Faith and Trust, in
my Heavenly Father, and allow Him to use and
work through me, He can do awesome and
amazing things, using very small and simple
everyday situations to accomplish His good
works.

“With God’s power working in us, God can do
much, much more than anything we can ask or
imagine” Ephesians 3:20

No matter what you are facing, a new job, new
school, new relationship, new challenge, God’s
promises never fail and they never grow old. He
will be with you. He is bigger than any issue or
problem you might be facing.

He is a God of possibilities. Let Him use you.
Don't stand in your own way of doing something
AMAZING with God!

Have a little Faith...it goes a long way!

Pam Bekkering

Great Opportunities to Show Your Faith

Don't let your ‘I can’t’ thoughts get in your way.
Do you feel God giving you a little push to help
on Sunday morning?

The Christian Education Ministry Team and the
Youth Ministry Team need teachers and helpers
for our Sunday School hour.

Faith Step options
Teach or team-teach the first through third
grade class with the new easy-to-use Buzz
curriculum. Training DVDs are available.

Help Gloria Wheeler with her four year old-
Kindergarten class. No lessons to prepare!

Assist Abbie Mandeville in her fourth and fifth
grade class. No lessons to prepare!

Help Gary Bekkering with Youth Sunday
School program opportunities for Sunday
morning and Sunday evening. No lessons to
prepare!

Teach an Adult Sunday School class. You
choose the topic and the time frame.

God will be there with you each step of the way
and so will we! Are you ready to step out???

Do you have ideas you would like to share with
the Christian Education Ministry Team? Our team
meets on the first Tuesday of every month at
6:30 p.m. We would love to have you join us.

CE team members are: Pastor Sandy, Elder Mona
Nelson, Barb Johnson, Gary Fangboner, Nikii
Brown, Abbie Mandeville, Joanne Teague, Linda
Sisson, and Melissa West.

I am praying for a wonderful September of faith
filled beginnings for all of you.




CHRISTIAN EDUCATION TEAM
PLAYERS NEEDED

Do You Have a Gift That You Can
Share with Us?

Prayer Warrior: four to six individuals willing to
pray specifically for the needs within the CE
Ministry Team. These individuals would be a part
of the most powerful resource we have. E-mail
access is necessary.

Poster Partners: one or two individuals willing
to take on the Sunday School Posters. Over the
years many wonderful posters and themed
decorations have been collected. CE is seeking
help in managing this growing collection. Posters
need to be organized (materials provided) and
then changed three to four times a vyear
according to Sunday School curriculum and
seasonal themes. This is a wonderful ministry
opportunity.

*NEW *

Christmas Program Assistant: individual(s)
who would help with the Children’s Sunday
School Christmas Program. CE has some
wonderful, very simple plays which involve re-
creating the Nativity, telling the Christmas story,
and singing Christmas songs. The program is on
the calendar of Sunday, December 6, following
the Deacon’s Ham Dinner at 5 p.m. Lots of help
will be available from the CE Ministry Team!

SUNDAY SCHOOL STARTS
September 20
10 a.m.

Help us prepare for our classes by signing up
now. Registration forms are available in the
Narthex or on our website at www.erfpc.org. We
look forward to a wonderful year.

New for Sunday School...
THE BUZZ for first through fifth grades
STUDENT LIFE for the Youth

“HAVE A NEW KID BY FRIDAY"” Parenting
Class.

Come and catch the excitement and bring a
friend!

SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING

Our children’s Sunday School will again be
collecting offerings to support our Compassion
Child, Nesly Joseph. Please help and encourage
your child/children to prayerfully consider how
they can help. Along with loose change, Nesly
enjoys getting pictures and letters from his
church support family.

NEwW PARENTING CLASS
Dr. Kevin Leman Series
"Have a New Kid by Friday"
Sunday, September 20
10 a.m.

Christian Education Ministry Team would like to
invite any parents or anyone interested in strategies
for behavioral change in children to attend this new
series. This series is six sessions. Please join us for
fellowship, discussion and learning. Class will begin
Sunday, September 20. Location will be announced.

Dr Kevin Leman is an internationally known
psychologist and a radio and television personality.
He is not only a great teacher but very entertaining.

Dr Leman has written 35 books on marriage and
family issues and appeared on many televisions and
radio programs.

This series is a best seller in New York Times and
Amazon.com.

NEwW ADULT SUNDAY ScHooOL CLASS

Islamic Awareness
Sunday, September 13
10 a.m.

Stan Holzhauer will be leading a five week Adult
Sunday School Class entitled Islamic Awareness.
The classes will be held in the Fellowship Hall at
10 a.m. starting September 13 (this is one week
earlier than all other classes). For set up and
material purposes, pre-registration is requested.
If you believe you will be attending all or any part
of these classes, please contact the office (264-
8167). Your help with this is greatly appreciated!

You may call Stan (322-2594) or Pam (264-
8167) with any questions.
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Lighthouse Youth Info

New Location

109 Bridge St.
(The former Radio Shack)

We are calling it the
‘LightShack’

MIDDLE SCHOOL

GRADES 6 - 8

Youth Group starts on Sunday, September 13.
What better way to kick off the new year then
with a party at the LightShack from 5 - 6:30 p.m.
I am excited to see everybody again on a regular
basis and to do some planning with you. Please
be thinking about what you would like to do this
year.

Sunday School begins Sunday, September 20.
We will meet at the LightShack from 9:55 -
10:55 a.m. Transportation will be provided from
the church. The bus will leave at 9:45 and return
by 11 a.m.

HIGH SCHoOL

GRADES 9 - 12
Youth Group starts on Sunday, September 13.
We are starting off with a party at the LightShack
from 7 - 9 p.m. I think we have some great stuff
planned for the year and I am looking forward to
what you would like to do. It will be good to see
everybody again. Please be thinking about the
winter retreats and mission trips.

Sunday School begins Sunday, September 20.
We will meet at the LightShack from 9:55 -
10:55 a.m. Transportation will be provided from
the church. The bus will leave at 9:45 and return
by 11 a.m.

NEW LIGHTHOUSE!

Lighthouse construction is moving along quickly.
We have been looking at interior colors and
designs. If you have not had the chance to check
it out the new Lighthouse...contact me and I will
take you through!

WHAT’S COMING UP IN

OCTOBER
Halloween Parties
Operation Shoebox kick-off
Rake-n-Run
Confirmation Class & Bible Study

How to Get in Touch With Gary

Church 264-8167, Home 264-5702, Cell 313-1448
E-mail: garybgaryb@hotmail.com
www.erfpc.org

PiLLo PoLoO

And the winners were...
High School Division:

1% Place-"U Already Know”
Mary Gamelin, Hayden Stilson, Zeth Wheelock,
Kyle Doran, and Reece Isenhart.
2" Place-"Chess Team”
Erica Wilkinson, Broc Crandall, David Schaefer,
Jason Baker, and Troy Huhta.
Consolation-"The Dream Team”

Middle School Division:

1°* Place- Four Guys and A Girl
Maddy Brown, Jacob Fedrigon, Austin Wolfgram,
Marty Raymond, and Chris Barber

2"? Place-"Purple Paralyzer”
Katie Atkinson, Molly Gregorski, Andy Atkinson,
Hunter Blesma, and Noah Pickett

Adult Division:

1st Place-"the Bellingham's”
Dwight Bellingham, Dalyn Bellingham, Daniel
Bellingham, Kassandra Bellingham, and Dan
Bellingham

2" Place-"S'mentos”

COLLEGE STUDENTS

I would love to get your new information for college
this next year, like your address, email and even
your Facebook page. Please email me or call me.

PARENTS

The ‘Transition’ nights for new sixth graders and
freshmen, was a great night for these kids. They
shared some of the fears and concerns they had
going into a new grade. If your child missed it and
you would like information, please contact me.

The ‘Live Pure’ event was a very important night as
we discussed many issues that deal with sex and
dating and what the Bible has to say about it. If
you missed this and would like more information,
please contact me.

Confirmation Class will begin in October. I need to
know if your child is interested in this new program.
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“Faithful Servant” Series

Ron Kuite

Our church is filled with an army of marching
‘faith servants,” doing God’s work in their own
unique ways.

Ron Kuite leans forwards and his eyes light up
when talking about stewardship. He says, “A
Christian life can be spelled out in stewardship.”

Ron credits his wife, Micky who was a school
teacher, for leading him on his spiritual journey.
When Micky explained tithing to him and he dug
deeper in God’s Word, he says, "It all started to
make sense.”

They are quiet about what they give, but it only
takes a few minutes to realize that they are very
generous. Ron and Micky have a special place in
their hearts for youth. Their gift to a residential
home for abused children helped a young woman
graduate from college. A second gift of a truck to
that facility ended up being the transportation for
her to start a job. “We ask God to lead us where
to give additional gifts above our 10% tithe to
the church. It makes us feel good to use what
God has given us to help someone else.”

“God has been very good to us,” credits Ron.
“God had a hand in our financial life after
retirement.” Ron and Micky moved to Elk Rapids
on the advice of their oldest daughter who would
like to do the same. They are ‘snow birds’ who
live in Florida part of the year.

Ron, who worked for an electric utility company,
started his own business after retirement. Their
life hasn’t been without heartache. They have
two daughters and had a son who died 13 years
ago. Ron acknowledges that God leads even in
hard times.

Ron is not only generous with his money, but
with his time as well. He serves on the
Stewardship Ministry Team and the Personnel
Ministry Team. He and Micky are both Stephen
Ministers and have been in a small group. Ron
suggests donating your time “where God has put
certain things in your life - to pursue them.”

“The local church is important to us because of
its impact in the community.” Ron has made
sure this will happen by including the church in
his estate planning.

“"We don’t deprive ourselves of what we think the
Lord wants us to have, but we sacrificially give.”
Ron continues by saying, “It's not about the
money, it's what you do with your life.”

WHAT IS A STEPHEN MINISTER?

A Stephen Minister is ...

¢ A child of God who walks beside a hurting person;

e A caring Christian who really listens;

¢ A member of our congregation who has received
50 hours of training in how to provide
distinctively Christian care;

¢ A person who is ready to focus on your needs;

¢ A trustworthy confidant who will keep everything
you say—and especially your identity—
confidential; and

e Someone who will faithfully meet with you on a
weekly basis for as long as your need exists.

A Stephen Minister is NOT ...

e A counselor or therapist;

e A problem-solver;

e Someone who runs errands or helps with chores;
or a casual visitor.

Stephen Ministers Care

Consider allowing a Stephen
Minister to walk with you on
your journey to wholeness

For help or information, contact Pastor Sandy at
264-8167 or our Stephen Leader Referrals
Coordinator, Sue Johnson at 264-6994,

LEN ORZECHOWSKI
RETIRING FROM STEPHEN MINISTRY

We would like to recognize and thank Len
Orzechowski for his service and commitment to
our church and congregation as a Stephen
Minister.

On behalf of the Stephen Ministry Team, we
thank Len for his selfless and generous service as
a Stephen Minister. God knows the deep and
enduring difference he made in the life of his care
receiver, even though his friends and
acquaintances will never know. Sometimes care
receivers themselves do not understand how
much of their burden their Stephen Minister has
carried.

Well done, good and faithful servant!



STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY TEAM

SOWING GENEROUSLY

Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-15

The Stewardship Ministry Team asked me to write a
Stewardship message and suggested the text, 2
Corinthians 9:6-15.

As I was reading from our devotional, I came upon
the following message that spoke to Stewardship.

"I realized that the focus of the message needed to
be the gifts of eternal life and forgiveness that are
ours through the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ.”

“However, we are called to give our money, time,
and talents to help accomplish God’s purposes in
the world. We are to feed, clothe, and house the
poor; heal the sick; and tell the world about our
hope in Jesus Christ. ”

“Knowing God changes our thinking: Life is not all
about us; it is all about God’s sake working through
us. When we open every aspect of our lives to God’s
guidance, we become more effective disciples. We
not only bless others as we share what God has
given us; we are also blessed with trust that God
will provide for our needs. God develops in us a
greater sense of purpose and a peace that comes
from surrendering to God’s grace.”

Our Stewardship theme this year is "Today More
Than Ever.....Let Your Light Shine”. So how can we
shine for God? By attending church, worshipping
together, praying together, we learn to show God’s
love. The brighter we shine with that love, the more
we help others, sharing our money, time and
talents. Giving helps us join with others in praising
God.

The Stewardship Ministry Team
Elder Dale Wagner

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

Prayer shawl knitters are invited to knit in the
library on the fourth Sunday of the month during
the 10 a.m. service. Shawl kits will be available for
purchase ($9 and $12) or bring the one you are
working on. The receivers of these beautiful shawls
will know that they are wrapping themselves in
prayers and love.

WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM

The Old Rugged Cross
What a Friend We Have in Jesus
Pll Fly Away

A 15 song CD recorded by Jean Herlein at the
piano.

The Old Rugged Cross
He Is Lord / O Come Let Us Adore Him
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today
The Blood of Jesus Medley
Love Medley
Crown Him With Many Crowns
I'll Fly Away
And Can It Be?

Rejoice! The Lord Is King
When Morning Gilds the Sky
Festal March - Handel
0, Say But I'm Glad!

Thou Art Worthy
What a Friend We Have in Jesus
Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us

With the permission of Session, the Worship
Ministry Team will be selling this CD for $5, with the
proceeds going to the Building Fund, per Jean’s
request. If you would like a copy of this CD, please
put your request in Nancy Muhlig’s mailbox and she
will get you a copy. Please make checks payable to
First Presbyterian Church and in the memo line out
state the Building Fund.

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY PHOTOGRAPHS

There are still five photos that people have not yet
picked up. They are located in the Narthex, on the
table by the Fellowship Hall. If you have not
received your pictures at home, please check the
box.



SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM JuLy 22, 2009

Rev. Sandra Murray called the stated Session meeting
to order on July 22, 2009 at 7 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. A quorum was present and the meeting opened
with prayer by Rev. Murray. Roll was called

Guests:
e Harry Begley, Stated Clerk/Mackinac Presbytery

e Florence Morrison, Chairperson of COM, Mackinac
Presbytery

The Presbytery representatives were attending to

review with Session pastor transition issues.

Minutes: The minutes of June 24, 2009 Session were
approved as printed. The minutes of Special Session
meeting June 8, 2009 were approved as printed.

Treasurer: A motion carried to accept the Treasurer’s
report.

Board of Trustees: Report received.
Building Committee: Report received
Director of Operations: Report received.

Associate Pastor: The activity report of Rev. Murray

was received.

e By consent agenda, a motion carried to remove the
name of Edward J. Flewelling effective the date of
his death June 14, 2009.

e By consent agenda, a motion carried to remove the
name of Lindsey J. White as her membership has
been transferred to the Presbyterian Church of the
Covenant in Englewood, Co. effective June 30,
20009.

e Pastor Sandy will be out of town for our Session
meeting in August and she will ask Rev. Becky
Chamberlain to moderate.

Interim Pastor Search Committee:

e A motion carried unanimously to approve the one
year contract for Interim Pastor, Rev. Harold E.
Shafer. The contract is to begin on or before
September 1, 2009.

e A motion carried to take the manse off the market
during the time Rev. Shafer is here as Interim
Pastor.

¢ A motion carried to dismiss the Interim Pastor
Search Committee with great appreciation to the
Committee for all their dedication and hard work.

Fellowship Ministry Team: Report received.

Nurture Ministry Team: Report received.

e By consent agenda, a motion carried to remove
Matthew Smith from the rolls of the church per his
request.

e By consent agenda, a motion carried to remove the
following persons from the inactive rolls. They
have moved and have been on the inactive rolls
more than 2 years: Noah Lein, Shelagh Eckenberg
and Alexis Fewless.

Stewardship Ministry Team: No report.

Outreach Ministry Team: Report received.
e A motion carried to approve spending $1000 from
the Mission Endowment Fund for Armonia.

e A motion carried to approve spending up to $500
from the Mission Endowment Fund for the Worship
Ministry Team to purchase 8 oz. bottles of water to
distribute along with our church brochure at
Wednesday Nights on River Street during August.

Personnel Ministry Team: Report received and
personnel issues were discussed.

Worship Ministry Team: Report received.

e A motion carried to approve the sales of a CD of
Jean Herlein’s piano music with proceeds going to
the Building Fund.

Youth Ministries: Report received.

e By consent agenda, a motion carried to approve
the purchase of a new sign to hang up in the Light
Shack ($100).

2009 Nomination Ministry Team: Report received.

¢ A motion carried to approve Betty Tezak to fill the
vacant position on the Session for the class of
2011. We will have a Special Congregational
meeting on Sunday, August 2, 2009 to elect Betty
Tezak.

Christian Education Ministry Team: Report

received.

e By suspension of the rules, a motion carried to
approve the purchase and use of the “Buzz”
curriculum from Group Publishing as a part of the
Sunday school materials for four year olds thru
fifth grades.

Communication Ministry Team: Report received and
discussed.

Approval of Reports: A motion carried to approve all
reports, less the Treasurer report.

Adjournment: The meeting closed with prayer by
John Moore at 10:45 p.m.




BUILDING COMMITTEE NEWS
Plans for Lighthouse and Church Expansion

Information Update

THE LIGHTHOUSE

Construction is progressing ahead of schedule. A
best guess for completion by the contractor is
mid-October. Please remember, this is not a
commitment or a promise; it is a best guess.

Once the contractor is finished, we will still need
to do interior painting and have carpet laid before
the Lighthouse can actually be occupied. Anyone
who is willing to volunteer to help with this
interior painting should contact Jim Mottern (599-
2546). (Jim is the chairperson of our
construction subcommittee which also includes
Ken Cook and John Moore.) We will not know the
exact date for the painting work until we are
much closer to completion.

After the services on July 26, and on August 2,
there was a special walk-through of the
Lighthouse for anyone who wanted to see what
was being built. The comments made during
these tours were very favorable. If you have not
yet been inside, we believe you will be most
impressed by the new Lighthouse and it's
usefulness to both the youth and the adults.

The Youth Ministry Team is preparing a wish list
of needs for the Lighthouse. This list will include
items of new furnishings, some items of
audio/visual equipment and some new Kkitchen
appliances. The building project is providing the
necessary wiring for the future A/V equipment
but it is not including the equipment itself.

THE CHURCH OFFICE ADDITION

We are presently completing a construction
design package for this work. This design
includes several changes from what we presented
to the congregation last summer. We are raising
the level of the floor of what is now the office
area, the nursery portion and all of the new
addition to the same level as the Narthex.

With this change, once you enter the building and
come to that narthex level, you will able to enter
the offices, conference rooms, Narthex,
Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall without going up
or down any stairs.
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We believe that this will not only be
advantageous for those who have difficulty
walking up and down steps but it will also make
our Narthex larger, much more useful and
inviting.

A second change is that we have moved the
handicapped entrance from where the current
nursery connects to the Sanctuary to a new lobby
immediately adjacent to our main entrance from
First Street. It will have a new chair lift to bring
those folks to the new narthex level.

We know that these changes have added costs.
We also believe that with the current economic
problems, construction labor costs have gone
down. In order to know the cost to do what we
have designed, the Building Committee has
accepted an offer from Lakewood Construction to
prepare a cost estimate to build this addition to
the church. This is the same company that is
building the Lighthouse.

With this information in hand, the building
committee will decide upon a recommendation to
be made to Session and ultimately to the
congregation at the October 18, Congregational
meeting.

IF You HAVE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS,
please contact anyone on the Building Committee:

Karen Shaw
264-5735

Nancy Gribi
264-6474

Charlene Hansen
499-9702

Wayne Shuler
599-2480

John Werner
264-0397

Stan Holzhauer
322-2594

Nancy Muhlig
264-9434

or send e-mail to:

BuildingCommittee@erfpc.org
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SPIRITUAL OPPORTUNITIES

SMALL GROUPS FOR FALL

I know we all hate to admit it, but September will
soon be here. And we are gearing up for our Small
Group Sign Up Sunday on September 27. We
will be signing up folks who want to join a Small
Group between services and after the 10 a.m.
service on that Sunday.

Our new Small Group brochure will be available in
mid - September listing all groups currently meeting
with info on when and where they meet. We hope
to have some new groups listed—so we’d like you to
look into your heart and see if God is speaking to
you about possibly hosting and/or leading a Small
Group this fall. We provide a training session (1-2
hours) along with support throughout the year in
selecting materials and working out any
details/problems that may occur.

Please contact one of the Small Group coordinators
listed below if you have any questions, suggestions,
or comments. Our goal is to have as many folks as
possible become part of a Small Group!

Jennifer Haskell, 599-2956
torchmj@torchlake.com

Judy Matchett, 264-6377
judymatchett@yahoo.com

Pastor Sandy, 264-8167
revsandyfpc@charterinternet.com

INTERNATIONAL PEACEMAKER FROM
IRAQ — PASTOR YOUNAN SHIBA

International Peacemakers are leaders who are
engaged in peacemaking in their own areas of the
world. They are invited by the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) to visit with Presbyterians in the United States
and to help us understand the peace and justice
concerns of others around the world. As we broaden
our sense of God’s inclusive family, we also better
understand the peace and justice issues in our own
communities.

International Peacemakers from eleven countries are
scheduled to visit the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
from September 25 through October 19, 2009. Last
year Petru Solca of Romania visited us.

This year we are honored to invite Pastor Younan G.
Shiba, an ordained Presbyterian Minister from Iraq to
speak to us on Tuesday, October 6, at 7 pm. at the
church. Pastor Shiba, his wife and two daughters are
recent refugees from Iraq after they were threatened
by radical Muslims in Baghdad in 2005.
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Pastor Shiba grew up in a traditional Assyrian church in
Irag. In 1990 he received Christ as his savior. He
entered the ministry in 1995 and moved to Jordan
where he obtained theological training at the Jordan
Evangelical Theological Seminary. His calling revealed
a vision of planting new Churches in the Middle East.
He planted six new congregations in Jordan and a
cultural center in Amman, Jordan. Many new converts
were baptized into Christianity. As a result he was
pressured to leave Jordan. The Shibas fled to
Damascus, Syria where they planted a new church for
Iraqgi expatriates.

Then in 2003, they returned to Baghdad to work with
the Assyrian Evangelical Presbyterian Church. On July
11, 2003 Pastor Shiba was ordained as a Presbyterian
Pastor of a new ministry of 120 families. He quickly
moved to establish another daughter church near
Baghdad. Soon thereafter he and his wife started a
cultural center in Baghdad called the Hope Cultural
Institute.

On April 14, 2005, Pastor Shiba and his family were
threatened by radical Muslims in Baghdad. The two
churches that he had started decided to move him to
northern 1Iraq for his family’'s personal safety.
Subsequently he came to the United States along with
his family as religious refugees.

He now works in the northern suburbs of Chicago
serving among the Assyrian and Arab communities in
discipleship and evangelism groups. He and his wife
also have a radio ministry called “Family Life
Development Program”. This foundation serves
marriage counseling, media and broadcasting ministry,
training groups for discipleships, and training of
leaders to minister to families. He works actively with
Assyrian groups in North Chicago.

His vast experience and courage under persecution will
provide a timely and fascinating insight into the
problems and opportunities of Christians in the Muslim
world.

He will speak at our church on Tuesday evening,
October 6, at 7 p.m. and there will be an opportunity
for questions.

Lee Hawkins, Outreach Mission Team

WEDNESDAY MORNING
BIBLE STUDY

Starting Wednesday, September 16, Pastor Sandy will
begin her ten week Bible study of Genesis 12 - 36.
This group will meet from 10 - 11:30 a.m. in the
yellow classroom. Everyone is invited!
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E Worship Services 8:30 & 10 a.m. j

HIGHLIGHTS IN OCTOBER

Pledge Dedication Sunday Sunday, October 4 8:30 & 10 a.m.
November Newsletter Articles Due Monday, October 12 Noon
Congregational Meeting Sunday, October 18 11:05 a.m.
Mission Sunday & Gift Fair Sunday, October 25 8 a.m. - noon
Prayer Shawl Ministry [in Library] Sunday, October 25 10 a.m.

The Mission Statement of First Presbyterian Church
SHARING, GROWING, AND LIVING OUR FAITH IN CHRIST

This we seek to accomplish by
Introducing Jesus Christ to those who do not know Him;
Deepening the faith and commitment of those who already know Him;
And demonstrating Christ’s way of love in service to the world.
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OCTOBER NEWSLETTER ITEM DEADLINE - September 14, 2009
Website - www.erfpc.org
Church Email - infor@erfpc.org
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

9/03 Rick Thompson, Mina Thorley
9/04 Todd Marks
9/06 Daniel DeRosha, Harry Potter
9/07 Carole Brady, Shirley Landon, Jim Lund
9/08 Karen Ferguson
9/09 Liz Atkinson
9/10 Matthew Ducharme, Ellen Dunbar
9/11 Rob Ford
9/12 Tony Jelinek, Lauren McDonnell
9/13 Charley Anderson, Sandra Coobac
Kaitlin Eberle, Max Houskamp
Linsea Jelinek
9/15 Mitchell Crandall, Mark Haskell
Lucas Little, David Piper, Andrew Tezak
9/16 Madeline Manby, Rachel Peterson
9/17 Micky Kuite, Ronald Kuite
9/18 Donna Eberle, Delphine Welch
Scatlett Zerafa
9/20 Kelyse McKeon, Linda Sisson, Anna Thayer
Jack Thayer, Cody Thayer
9/21 George Cronin, Daniel Knight,
David Knight, Ken May, Adam Tezak
Phillip VanDenBerge
9/22 Penny Novarro
9/23 Shae Avery-Miller, Pam Bekkering
9/24 Sandra Holsinger, Brechen Smith
9/25 Brenda Corner, Dorothy Dowd
America Mandeville, Autumn Mandeville
9/26 James Eberle, Dennis Prebee
Alissa VanDenBerge
9/27 Rikky Foret, Dawn Reffitt
9/28 Jill Donberg, Ann Ernst
9/30 Dan Ernst, Marilyn Doty Larson
Gloria Wheeler

FLOWERS

9/06 Fisher

9/13 Flowers & Humphrey
9/20

9/27

IN MEMORIAM

Died Funeral/Memorial/Graveside
Service

6/14 9/28 Edward Flewelling
7/16 8/02 Dorothy Morrison
8/05 8/11 Louis Kube

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

9/01 Jack and Pat Koch
9/02 Mathew and Leah Nicholson
9/03 Duane and Vicki Kundinger
9/04 Pete and Bette Eckardt
Edson and Gloria Murray
Yensen and Jesi Schwab
Don and Nina Stewart
Richard and Debi Weir
9/05 Chad and Val Impellizzeri
George and Shirley Landon
Gary and Beth Serrell
9/06 Joe and Norma Mariage
Jim and Bonnie Nothoff
Wayne and Pamela Shuler
9/07 Richard and Charl Gray
9/08 Mark and Jennifer Haskell
9/09 Scott and LuAnn Rozema
9/10 Donald and Barbara Bellinger
Mike and Nikii Brown
9/11 Harry and Eleanor Potter
9/15 James and Marcia Drake
9/17 Dennis and Charlene Hansen-Prebee
Don and Jan Shurte
Dick and LaCorda Smith
9/20 Henry and Barbara Schantz
9/22 Jim and Rose Broome
9/23 Jamie and Lee Peterson
9/25 Kevin and Dawn Reffitt
9/26 Duff and Terry O=Shaughnessey
9/28 Sam and Christy Bingham
9/30 Philip and Julie Pomber

WEDDING

8/08  Seth Woolcott & Emily McNeil

PRAYER SUPPORT

PLEASE REMEMBER OUR SHUT-IN FRIENDS:
Edie Crider, Louise Engstrom, Helen Gibbs, Elinor
Herrmann, Doris Harrison, Earl Morrison, Vern
Oxender, Cecil & Irene Smith and Richard & Eunice
Winters

TO START THE PRAYER LINE - PLEASE CALL
Deacon Mark Haskell - 599-2946






